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MINISTER CHARLES 1. OBICHANG,
MINISTRY OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
AND INDUSTRIES

NOTICE OF DECISION

ACCEPTANCE OF THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

I PROJECT DESCRIPTION

(a) Applicant: The Honourable Minister, Charles I. Obichang, Ministry of Public
Infrastructure and Industries (MPII).

(b) Proposed Action: The Applicant proposes to construct and operate a Tactical
Multi-Mission Over-the-Horizon Radar Transmitter Facility (“TACMOR Tx”). In particular, to
construct approximately 50.54 acres of the Transmit Antenna site, including a secure compound, a
diagnostic antenna, and a Delta quasi-vertical incident sounder antenna. Development activities
would include construction of a paved access road from the Compact Road to provide access to
the site, paved interior access roads, construction of multiple drainage basins, temporary and
permanent BMPs, and installation of site security fencing and interior site fencing. Extensive
grading would be required to prepare the TACMOR Tx site for radar installation.

(©) Project Site: Choll, Ngaraard State, Babeldaob Island, Republic of Palau.

II. DECISION OF THE BOARD

Pursuant to Title 24, PNC, and Section 2401-61-24(C) of the Environmental Assessment and
Environmental Impact Statement Regulations (“EA & EIS Regulations”), a quorum of the Board of
the Environmental Quality Protection Board (“EQPB”), at its meeting held on November 24, 2025,
discussed and reviewed the Final Environmental Impact Statement dated November 3, 2025 (“Final
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EIS”) submitted by the Applicant.

Accordingly, a quorum of the Board of the EQPB hereby acknowledges and formally
ACCEPTS the Final EIS for the proposed TACMOR Tx Project in Ngaraard State as satisfactory
and complete and will therefore proceed to the next phase of the regulatory process.

The EQPB hereby issues this ‘“Notice of Decision’ as formal acceptance of the Final EIS for
the proposed TACMOR Tx Project.

III. DETERMINATION OF ACCEPTANCE

In accordance with Section 2401-61-24(A) and (B) of the EA & EIS Regulations, a quorum
of the Board has evaluated the Final EIS and determined that it is acceptable based on the following
findings:

(a) The Final EIS is the product of multiple reviews and discussions among the EQPB,
the Applicant and their representatives, and the public/private sectors. The Draft EIS
was made available for public review and comments from April 14 to June 12, 2025.
During this period, a public/private hearing was held on May 22, 2025. Previously, a
public/private consultation took place on November 3, 2023;

(b) The Final EIS has satisfactorily followed the mandated procedures and requirements
specified in Title 24, PNC, and the EA & EIS Regulations. This includes the
public/private consultation/coordination as noted in (a) above, the procedures for
assessment, the preparation and submission of the Final EIS, and the review
responsive to comments;

(©) The Final EIS fulfills the definition of an EIS and substantially satisfies the content
requirements described in Title 24, PNC, the EA & EIS Regulations, and the EA and
EIS Regulations Implementation Guidance Manual. It adequately discloses and
describes identifiable actual or potential environmental impacts and measures for the
avoidance, minimization, or mitigation of such impacts; and

(d) The Applicant and/or their representatives have satisfactorily responded to all
substantive comments and recommendations received from the public/private review
processes, as well as the clarification comments from EQPB’s review of the Final
EIS on October 10, 2025. All responses have been incorporated into and appended to
the Final EIS.

The above details and all additional measures/plans provided sufficient information for the
Board to make an informed determination for acceptance of the Final EIS.

IV. SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

The EQPB has reviewed the technical adequacy of the Avoidance, Minimization, and
Mitigation Measures detailed in Section 10 (Table 10-1) and Table 1-2 of the Final EIS, among other
things, and will require the following key plans to be finalized and approved prior to construction,
subject to the Board’s final decision on the next phase of the regulatory process:
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(a) The Applicant must implement a site-specific Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) and Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan. This includes the use of silt
fences, fiber rolls, and sediment traps, particularly in areas with steep slopes, to
prevent runoff into the adjacent mangrove forests and marine environments.

(b) The Applicant must execute a Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP)
Plan. This must include inspection stations for all trucks and equipment to prevent
the spread of invasive species such as the coconut rhinoceros beetle.

(c) The Board acknowledges the presence of archaeological sites NA-3:1 and NA-3:20,
and as such, the Applicant must strictly adhere to the Archaeological Monitoring
Plan, which requires qualified archaeologists to monitor ground-disturbing activities
and conduct data recovery where impacts are unavoidable.

(d) The Applicant shall utilize a temporary saltwater Reverse Osmosis (RO) System
during construction to avoid depleting local freshwater sources. The Board requires
strict adherence to the intake and discharge controls specified in the Final EIS to
protect the marine ecosystem of the Republic.

(e) The Board will consider the use of the Adaptive Management Protocol outlined in
the Mitigation Monitoring Plan in the Final EIS. In the event monitoring reveals
ineffective mitigation (e.g., elevated turbidity or failed plantings), the Applicant must
immediately coordinate with EQPB to implement revised measures.

V. NEXT STEPS

Acceptance of the Final EIS does not constitute approval of the proposed action or the
granting of the necessary permits.

With the acceptance of the Final EIS, the proposed TACMOR Tx Project will now proceed
to the next phase of the regulatory process, where the Board of the EQPB decides on whether to
approve or deny the proposed action and issue or deny the relevant EQPB permits.

The Applicant will be notified in writing of the Board’s final decision in accordance with
Section 2401-61-24(E) of the EA & EIS Regulations.

VI. PUBLICATION

The Board is required by Section 2401-61-24(C) of the EA & EIS Regulations to publish this
Notice of Decision. Therefore, a copy of this Notice of Decision will be published and can be
accessed via the EQPB official website at https://palauegpb.com/.

Further, members of the public, including individuals, agencies, and organizations, have the
right to view this Notice of Decision during regular business hours at the EQPB main office located
in the Public Works Building in Koror, Palau. Interested members of the public/agencies may visit
the EQPB main office from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. or 12:30 to 4:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays,
except for weekends and public holidays.
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VII. FURTHER INFORMATION

For further information on this Notice of Decision, please contact the EQPB Chief Executive
Officer at the following address:

Michael Blesam
Chief Executive Officer
Environmental Quality Protection Board
P.O. Box 8086
Koror, Republic of Palau 96940
Telephone: (680) 488-1639/3600

M
ISSUED THIS _[7 DAY OF DECEMBER, 2025.

I&E:cio%amada, Chairman

Environmertal Quality Protection Board
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