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UPDATES FROM
THE MINISTRY
www.palaugov.pw/executive-branch/ministries/natural-resources/
Employee Birthdays
Bureau of Agriculture
Akemi D. Kaleb ———-————— Oct. 11
Veloria Riungel ————————- Oct. 15
Peasley Ngiraibakes ————- Oct. 24
Larry Mamis ——————————— Nov. 2
Omekrael Sadang ———-—— Dec. 15
Christa Sikyang ———————- Dec. 25
Devon Andreas ——————-— Dec. 25
Alfonso Ngirungai ————-— Dec. 28
Bureau of Marine Resources
Meisai Chin ————————-—— Oct. 26
Cyandal Williams ————-—— Nov. 12
Rimirch Katosang —————-— Nov. 14
Lawrence Sumor ——————— Nov. 14
Hanford Kyamasa -————-— Dec. 4
Kathleen Sisior ————————- Dec. 12
Admin./Project-based Employees
Emmilou Manabat —————— Oct. 3
Jerry Nabeyama ———————- Dec. 7
King M. Sam ——————————- Dec. 23
Christie Chiokai ———————— Dec. 25

Wishing you all the best and
expressing deep gratitude for
your service to the Republic.

As we venture into 2020…
I hope you’ve had a joyful Christmas and wish you a healthy
and prosperous new year! The year 2020 is a gateway to a
fresh new decade and will mark the 75th anniversary of the
United Nations. This provides a much-needed opportunity
for system-wide stocktaking, strengthening and renewal.
In November of last year, the
government enacted an
environmental protection bill
prohibiting businesses from
distributing plastic bags that
are not biodegradable or
compostable. To our
knowledge, we’re also the first
country in the world to ban
the use of sunscreen with
chemicals that are harmful to
Minister F. Umiich Sengebau
corals. We also recently
celebrated 25 years as an independent nation and, since
January 1st, we have entered full implementation of our
Palau National Marine Sanctuary with the promulgation of
regulations being formalised this past December. These are
some of the great things we’ve celebrated in the last three
months.
I am very pleased to also share with you Presidential
Proclamation 20-279, signed by His Excellency, President
Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr. on the 9th day of January,
declaring 2020 as the Year of Environmental Action, To
Protect the Nest of Life. We are excited to share our stories
with you and look forward to a new year that promises to be
a pivotal year for our environmental goals and how we set
our sights beyond 2020.
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National & International Days
Dedicated to Environmental
Commitments and Efforts
World Soil Day is held annually
on December 5 as a means to
focus attention on the
importance of healthy soil and
advocating for the sustainable
management of soil resources.
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Presidential Proclamation 20-279
Declaring the Year 2020 as the Year of Environmental Action
“To Protect the Nest of Life”
WHEREAS, the United Nations has declared 2020 to be a
“super year for the environment,” a “crunch year for
biodiversity and the climate emergency;” and the first year
in “a decade of action for the sustainable development goals,
our blueprint for a fair globalization;” and
WHEREAS, on critical issues including climate change,
biodiversity, renewable energy, and marine conservation,
actions taken and decisions made this year will set agendas
for the next decade; and
WHEREAS, small island states and other developing
nations have begun to lead on the environmental issues that
threaten our cultures, our health, and even our islands
themselves; and
WHEREAS, the Republic of Palau is emerging as a global
leader on environmental and conservation issues, putting
the health, safety, and welfare of its people before the
international commercial interests driving environmental
degradation; and

It can take up to 1,000 years to
produce just 2-3 cm of soil - and
the equivalent of one soccer
field of soil is eroded every 5
seconds. Soil erosion is the
removal of the most fertile top
layer of soil through water, wind
and tillage. It is making our soil
disappear and, soil erosion
affects soil health and
productivity which decreases the
quantity and quality of the food
we eat.
Soil erosion also decreases the
soil’s potential to mitigate and
adapt to climate change and
causes loss of soil biodiversity.
Let’s stop soil erosion to ensure
a food secure future.

WHEREAS, in the year 2020 the Republic of Palau is
taking bold action to protect our natural environment, and
to safeguard our existence in these islands, by declaring Bul
on over 80% of our Exclusive Economic Zone; and
WHEREAS, the implementation of the Palau National
Marine Sanctuary is being accompanied by world-leading
public initiatives on marine conservation, plastic pollution,
and renewable energy, but should be matched by personal
commitments from all citizens, young and old;
NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested
in me by the Constitution and laws of the Republic of Palau,
I hereby proclaim this year 2020 as the “Year of
Environmental Action,” to protect our environment as the
nest of life. Throughout this year our National Government
is mandated, and state governments, civic organizations,
private sector partners, and individual families throughout
our nation are encouraged, to invest their time and
resources in environmental action:
2

Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment & Tourism

October-December 2019 Edition

To revive our ocean;
To sustain our islands; and
To protect the nest of life.
All Palauans, and especially the youth who will inherit this planet moving forward, are called to
speak out, to push boundaries, and to take bold action for the environment throughout the year.

………………………………………………………
MINISTRY NEWS AND UPDATES
Gifts of Horticulture Plants from the Philippines
In November, our Bureau of Agriculture (BOA) was fortunate to
receive around 1,000 fruit tree plants from retired BOA project
manager, Dr. Aurora Del Rosario, who resides in the Philippines.
These included santol, rambutan, avocado, mangosteen, lacones, sour
sap, star apple, sugar apple, lychee, and long lychee.
The plants will be used to promote farming opportunities and ensure
sustained fruit production as a part of our food security eﬀorts for
the country. For more information please contact Mr. Terebkul Tellei
at telephone number 622-5804.
Some of the donated plants.

National Invasive Species Coordinator training to tackle our Fruit-Fly Issue
In October, the National Invasive Species Coordinator, Ms. Ngeyaol
Polycarp, went to Thailand for a 3-month training opportunity that
was organized by the International Atomic Energy Agency Technical
Cooperation Fellowship Program. The training is aimed at improving
the quantity and quality of fruits for export and domestic
consumption through area-wide integrated pest management of
bactrocera fruit flies in tropical fruit and vegetable production sites.
Bactrocera dorsalis, commonly referred to as
the oriental fruit fly, is a species of
tephritid fruit fly that is endemic to
Southeast Asia. It is one of the major pest
species in the genus Bactrocera with a broad
host range of cultivated and wild fruits.

Picture of the fruit fly.

Ms. Polycarp, who was still in Thailand as
Ms. Polycarp with fruit-fly traps.
of press time, said that she visited many
diﬀerent fruit-fly project locations and was
able to learn techniques of surveying and suppressing fruit flies, one of
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which was the use of sterile fruit flies to control its reproduction cycles.
Through this training, Ms. Polycarp will be able to help with our eﬀorts in addressing the fruit fly
problem in Palau. For more information please contact our oﬃce at telephone number 622-5804.

Bureau of Marine Resources Bids Farewell to its Fisheries Scientist
As many of you already know, Dr. Vanessa Jaiteh recently moved on from her
position as Fisheries Scientist with our Ministry and Bureau of Marine
Resources (BMR) to pursue a post-doctoral fellowship looking into bycatch
in the longline fishery operating in Palau’s waters.
Dr. Jaiteh says her two years with our Ministry were professionally formative
and personally enriching, not least through connecting with many of you and
hatching various projects and ideas for working towards some of Palau’s big
ocean conservation initiatives. She also mentions that working in
government was a great eye-opener for some of the challenges faced by large
Dr. Vanessa Jaiteh.
ocean nations in translating and implementing scientific advice alongside
traditional ecological knowledge, often with limited means. At the same
time, she was repeatedly encouraged by the way people and organisations locally are able and willing
to collaborate for an outcome of mutual interest – the Choose Pelagics initiative is but one of many
examples. She was also impressed by, and benefitted immensely from the regional support networks
available to us.
Dr. Jaiteh’s postdoc
project allows her to
return to a topic that is
near and dear to her
heart - that of
protected and
endangered species
bycatch in open ocean
fisheries, and to look at
BMR Director Remengesau hosts a farewell luncheon with Dr. Jaiteh and employees.
how the Palau National
Marine Sanctuary might contribute to their protection by reducing the likelihood of their capture in
longline fisheries. With this project she hopes not only to further her own scientific horizon, but to
be of service to Palau and give back something to the country that has been her home for the last five
years and, the only home her children have known so far.
A personal note from Dr. Jaiteh:
To those of you whose path I was fortunate to cross: thank you for your friendship, advice, criticism
and productive discussions. While now based at the Pacific Community in New Caledonia, and later
in the year in Hawai’i, I look forward to staying in touch and following the news as Palau takes on the
big milestones of 2020. If you would like to keep in touch, feel free to drop me an email anytime at
vanessa.jaiteh@outlook.com.
Wishing you all an inspired, healthy and joyful New Year!
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BMR Develops FAD-Fishing Manual
BMR is happy to announce the recent completion of the manual,
Safe and eﬀective FAD-fishing in Palau. This publication was
inspired by the manual produced by the Vanuatu Fisheries
Department and Vanuatu Maritime College, in collaboration with
Conservation International, the Pacific Community and
WorldFish, entitled ‘Fising long FAD: Gaed blong helpem ol man
we oli jas start’, written in Bislama to assist coastal communities
in Vanuatu increase their access to tuna and other large pelagic
fish in nearshore waters. The Government of Palau thanks the
institutions in Vanuatu for their leadership in providing resources
to assist Pacific island communities to fish around FADs in a safe
and eﬀective way. Copies of the manual will be available for
distribution soon.
Cover page of the FAD Manual.

Quick Facts on Palau’s reef-toxic Sunscreen Ban under the
Responsible Tourism Education Act (RPPL #10-30)
The Bureau of Tourism reminds the public that a new sub-chapter (VII) has
been added to chapter 12 of Title 24 of the PNC. It defines and limits reeftoxic sunscreen sold in, manufactured in, or imported into the Republic of
Palau to reduce chemical pollution of coral reefs and other delicate marine
environments, such as Jellyfish Lake, that frequently experience high visitor
numbers.
Although Hawaii passed a law to ban the sale of reef-toxic sunscreens in July
of last year, Palau is, to our knowledge, the first country in the world to do so.
The Palau ban will also be implemented earlier than the one in Hawaii – on 1st
January 2020, compared to 1st January 2021 in Hawaii.
While Hawaii only bans the ‘sale, oﬀer for sale and distribution’ of reef toxic
sunscreen, Palau also bans the importation for personal use and local
manufacture of reef-toxic sunscreens.
Finally, the Palau ban prohibits 10 chemicals commonly found in sunscreens,
compared to just two compounds (octinoxate and oxybenzone) prohibited in
Hawaii. The chemicals have been shown in laboratory tests to aﬀect the development and
reproduction of corals, fish, marine mammals and invertebrates.
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Table: Summary of the reef-toxic sunscreen ban in Palau:
Effective date of Act

25th October 2018

Start date for ban on importation for sale &
local manufacture of sunscreen
Start date for ban on local sale and
distribution
Geographic scale of ban

25th October 2018 (effective date of Act)

Chemicals banned

Oxybenzone (BP3),
Octylmethoxycinnamate (EHMC),
Octocrylene (OC), 4-Methyl-benzylidene
Camphor (4MBC), Triclosan, Methyl
Paraben, Ethyl Paraben, Butyl Paraben,
Benzyl Paraben or Phenoxyethanol - or
other chemical ingredients prohibited by the
Minister pursuant to regulation.
$1000 & confiscation per violation for
retailers; confiscation for non-commercial
users

Fine for non-compliance

1st January 2020
Nationwide

The public is asked to call the Bureau of Tourism at 488-8699 if they have any questions and they
will be happy to help.

PAN Conducts Annual Work Planning Retreat
To start oﬀ the new fiscal year, PAN Oﬃce
and PAN Fund held a work planning retreat
in October to focus on their respective
annual work plans and to help each other
achieve their collective goals and objectives
for the year as well as working more
eﬀectively to support states in managing
their PAN sites.
They also discussed how to support the
Network by strengthening capacity
building, communications and establishing
standard operating procedures. The work planning retreat allowed the teams to get inspiration
outside regular oﬃce settings and conduct team building activities with fun exercises that helped reenergize the employees.
Participants of the work planning retreat pictured here.

MNRET and MOJ to Strengthen PAN Enforcement Efforts
In November, Vice President Raynold Oilouch, Minister Sengebau and PAN Fund Board Chairman
Kevin Chin signed an agreement creating a project to enhance enforcement coordination and to
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develop a curriculum for a
conservation academy to be
piloted in Kayangel and
Ngarchelong and replicated in
other states.
The conservation academy will be
tailored to meet the needs of the
states in managing their PAN
sites. Through partnership and
Vice President & Justice Minister Oilouch, Minister Sengebau, Chairman
collaboration, PAN aims to
Chin and staﬀ shown here after signing the agreement.
improve enforcement and
conservation eﬀorts to eﬀectively manage the country’s natural resources for future generations.

Scholarships Awarded for Capacity Building on Sustainable Financing
Through its scholarship program, PAN
awarded employees from PAN Fund,
PAN Oﬃce and three state
governments to attend trainings at the
19th Asia Pacific Association for
Fiduciary Studies (APAFS) in Manila,
Philippines from November 17-22, 2019.
The training included basics in
investment, terms and best practices on
investing and money management.
They also attended a due diligence
meeting organized by the PAN Fund
PAN scholarship awardees pictured here at the APAFS.
board of trustees to evaluate the
performance of consultants and money managers for PAN related investments. Ms. Jun Ushibata
was selected from PAN Fund, Ms. Nicole D. Maech from PAN Oﬃce, Mr. Omar Faustino from
Melekeok, Ms. Losii Samsel from Aimeliik and Ms. Katsumi Soalablai from Ngeremlengui.
The training is the first in a series of capacity building activities to develop key PAN employees and
state coordinators in particular to manage investments. The program complements ongoing work to
implement the PAN Investment Partnership Program (PAN IPP), which seeks to enable states to
set aside funding to invest and support long-term conservation eﬀorts with PAN Fund in a pooled
investment scheme.
“Because of this opportunity, new knowledge and prospects are now available to us. This has moved
our program from just a conversation to a more concrete investment scheme to solidify the PAN
IPP that we are certain is beneficial to our PAN state program and community”. – Mr. Faustino,
Melekeok Conservation Network Program Manager
PAN hopes this opportunity will allow more support to implement the PAN IPP and will work with
state governments to produce a robust sustainable financing mechanism to support their PAN sites.
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Ms. Samsel of Aimeliik System of Conservation Areas shares, “I gained knowledge in the basics of
investment… so that I can work with PAN Fund, PAN Oﬃce and Aimeliik State Government… to
address our sustainable financing needs in the future”.
Congratulations to the recipients of this scholarship and PAN encourages other employees to
continue to develop professionally through its scholarship program. For more information, visit
palaupanfund.org or email info@palaupanfund.org.

PAN Celebrates 16 Years of Achievements in a 2-Day Conference
Dating back to the establishment of the Protected Areas Network legal framework in 2003, PAN
held its 16th anniversary in a two-day conference from November 25-26 at the Ngarachamayong
Cultural Center. Themed, Celebrating 16 Years of Achievements, Innovation, and Inspiration, the

Pictures from the 2-day PAN conference.

conference showcased PAN’s progress since its inception, including the latest inclusion of Sonsorol
as the 16th and final state to join the Network and contributing to a collective 36 PAN sites across
Palau.
Nearly 300 participants attended the conference where site managers presented on progress, lessons
learned, way forward and partnerships established. Thematic areas of discussions included
governance, enforcement, capacity enhancement, sustainable financing, community engagement and
youth perspective, where a strong showing of high school students gave their unique viewpoints on
8
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the Network. On the first day, special remarks were delivered by Minister Sengebau and Chairman
of the Governors’ Association and Peleliu Governor, Temmy Shmull.
On the second day, a special unveiling ceremony for the PAN rangers’ uniforms was held. The new
uniforms are part of a standardization project aimed at advancing law enforcement presence,
promoting a professional brand image and making enforcement authority clear. A special video
tribute was also played, honoring PAN employees who were no longer with us.
Recommendations coming out of day-1 discussions were presented to a panel consisting of
management oﬃcials, dignitaries and partners whose work relate to PAN, and included: (1)
developing a register of competencies for PAN positions and standardizing them; (2) maintaining
partnerships and collaboration with traditional leaders to strengthen community surveillance,
education and awareness; (3) adopting a human resource policy; (4) establishing a conservation
academy; (5) removing the $2-million ceiling on the collection of the green fee towards supporting
PAN, and; (6) assisting the youth develop a common platform for environmental protection and
ensuring their space for advocating policy.
Notable statements were made by Beouch Demei Obakrairur on behalf of Rubekul Belau and
Executive Director Willy Kostka of the Micronesia Conservation Trust. His Excellency, Tommy E.
Remengesau, Jr. gave the keynote message and Delegate Sebastian Marino of Hatohobei closed the
conference.
A special note of thanks to the students, community members, sponsors, partners and policy makers
for attending the conference and contributing to the rich discussions that helped make the
conference a success. PAN looks forward to a renewed commitment and actions to continue to
move the program in the right direction.

State Forums Held in Ngaraard and Sonsorol to Strengthen Site Management
Annual state forums with PAN Oﬃce and PAN Fund are being held to strengthen community
engagement and support for the management of PAN sites. The meetings oﬀer a space for everyone
to discuss the roles they play within their PAN programs.
In early December, meetings with Ngaraard and Sonsorol were conducted and included discussions
on funding, and challenges and opportunities to further strengthen their programs. Some of the
opportunities included sustainable financing, investment opportunities, competitive grants and
available scholarships.
The state forums are aimed at strengthening PAN programs by allowing state representatives to
engage actively and regularly with PAN Oﬃce and PAN Fund.
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Ngiwal and Koror Receive New Boats from PAN
A ceremony was held in December to handover two brand-new boats and trailers to Ngiwal and
Koror to assist the states implement activities called for by their management plans, including
monitoring, research, surveillance and outreach. The 25-feet, 4-stroke outboard motor boats were
manufactured by NECO Yamaha.

Photos of the handover ceremony attended by state oﬃcials from Ngiwal and Koror and PAN Oﬃce/Fund representatives.

In attendance and accompanied by rangers were Ngiwal Governor Ellender Ngirameketii and
members of the state legislature and Koror State Governor’s Chief of Staﬀ, Joleen Ngoriakl and state
representatives. The two states expressed their gratitude and appreciation for receiving the boats to
help strengthen the work in and around their PAN sites.

PAN Hosts Appreciation Event

Participants of the PAN appreciation event.

An appreciation event took place
in early December to thank the
people who worked tirelessly in
preparation for the PAN
Conference that was held in
November. Over 50 PAN-based
employees and partners gathered
at the Koror side of the JapanPalau Friendship Bridge to share a
meal, engage in team building
exercises and networking.

Appreciation goes out to everyone’s support for PAN throughout the years and we look forward to
building stronger partnerships to better manage and preserve Palau’s natural and cultural heritage.
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News Tidbits from the GEF Pacific R2RIW Project

Water Quality Data Training for Melekeok Conservation
Network

Photo courtesy of BWA/R2R IW

In anticipation of the handover of water quality
equipment to the Melekeok Conservation Network
(MCN), the Ridge 2 Reef International Waters (R2R
IW) Project Manager, Ms. Leena Mesebeluu, held a
classroom session in October for data download and
management. Ms. Sorcha Basilius and Ms. Joy Antonio
participated in the class and went through a refresher
in YSI software, downloading and storing of data.
Participants were also introduced to a set of Microsoft
Excel formulas to sort and graph the data. Palau’s R2R
IW would like to congratulate the MCN staﬀ who
worked diligently to complete the water quality
monitoring work in anticipation of incorporating it to
their regular activities at MCN.

Progress of R2R IW Project Reported to Project Steering Committee
The Global Environment Facility (GEF) Pacific R2R IW Project and GEF 5 System for Transparent
Allocation of Resources (STAR) Project held its second Project Steering Committee (PSC) meeting
in October. The objectives of the meeting were to inform the PSC on the progress of the R2R IW
project as well as to decide on moving forward with a project extension in relation to project
outcomes.
Ms. Leena Mesebeluu presented the
R2R IW overview and project progress
as well as basis for the extension.
Palau is on track with their
deliverables, however as requested by
most country participants in the 4th
regional meeting of the project, an
extension was warranted.
The PSC discussed and
clarified concerns and by the
end of the meeting they
approved and adopted the requested revisions to the project document and to initiate
project extension.
Photo courtesy of BWA/R2R IW
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Results Based Management Coaches Training

Photo courtesy of BWA/R2R IW

A Results Based Management (RBM)
Coaches Training was held in November
to strengthen management capacities of
managers and practitioners in the
environment and related sectors. 26
people attended with representatives
from GEF-related projects, Bureau of
Tourism, Belau Watershed Alliance,
PAN Fund, Association of State PAN
Coordinators, Island Conservation,
Palau Small Grants Programme and the
Bureau of Domestic Aﬀairs.

The RBM training is part of series of trainings that have been conducted throughout the year and
are led by the Palau Conservation Society in collaboration with other partner agencies and
programs. R2R IW and BWA are a part of this collaboration, and thanks goes out to the Palau
Conservation Society for the opportunity to promote RBM.

Melekeok Conservation Network receives Water Quality Equipment
November 14, 2019 – At a ceremony held at the Ngardok Nature Reserve, the R2R IW project
handed over water quality equipment and related items to the Melekeok Conservation Network
(MCN). The ceremony was attended by MCN staﬀ, board representatives and PAN Program
Coordinator, Obichang Skebong.
R2R IW and MCN
have been collecting
water quality data
twice a month for
over a year now. To
ensure sustainability
and momentum of
the work, MCN will
continue the water
monitoring along
Photo courtesy of BWA/R2R IW
selected stream sites
and the activities are
within the management objectives of MCN. R2R IW would like to commend and congratulate
MCN for their commitment to water quality monitoring.
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Ministry Conducts Christmas Visits to Kayangel, Peleliu and Angaur
Unlike previous years where the Christmas program took place at Ernguul Park or Ngerulmud, our
ministry was able to visit families in Kayangel, Peleliu and Angaur. The visits were organized in
collaboration with the oﬃce of Vice President Raynold Oilouch and the Ministry of Justice.

Vice President Oilouch, Minister Sengebau and staﬀ with families in Angaur.

The Christmas program was planned as an eﬀort to
reach families who may not be able to join the
festivities at Ernguul Park or Ngerulmud and the
goodie bags that were handed out included
crayons, coloring books, school supplies, candy and
other items.

Kids from Kayangel and MNRET staﬀ pictured here.

Kids from Peleliu pictured here with Santa Clause.
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Congratulations to Ms. Nicole D. Maech, Our Employee of the Year
Our ministry takes this opportunity
to congratulate Ms. Maech as its
2019 employee of the year. During
the national government’s
Employee Appreciation Day
celebrations in November, Ms.
Nicole Dilngerii “D.I.” Maech was
declared our employee of the year.
D.I. is the Finance Oﬃcer at PAN
Oﬃce and has been with us since
2014. Once again, congratulations
to D.I. on her achievement.
D.I.(front-center) adorned with a traditional garland, pictured above
with Minister Sengebau and staﬀ.

A Reminder on the Plastic Bags Ban…
The government enacted an environmental protection bill
prohibiting businesses from distributing plastic bags that are not
biodegradable or compostable which became eﬀective November
2019. All individuals and businesses are now prohibited from
importing such plastic products for further distribution to their
customers at the point of sale or prior to exit for the purpose of
transporting groceries, food products and other merchandise.
Some misconceptions explained here:
Will this law impact packaging that locals use for farmers
markets?
●Food markets would not count as “retail establishments” under
the law, therefore people could sell their goods at food markets
without any issues.
●Although the term “food market” is within the definition of
“retail establishment,” the legislative intent of the law appears to
have been to target indoor stores that are established and have regular business hours, not places
where people come together to sell goods informally. Most likely, food market was used to refer
to grocery stores.
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Will this law impact plastic bags used at cultural events?
●Since the law only restricts retail establishments, and places where cultural events are held are
not retail establishments, the law will not interfere with plastic bag use related to funerals, first
birth ceremonies, etc.
Conventional plastic bags can take up to 20 years to decompose and are harmful to many marine and
terrestrial species while also contributing significantly to plastic debris in oceans. If you have any
questions on this law, please call the Division of Solid Waste Management, Bureau of Public Works at
488-2850/2480, EQPB at 488-3600 or Bureau of Revenue & Taxation at 488-3303.

Meet Ms. Dolmii Dee Remeliik
Our Ministry’s Profiled Employee for the Quarter
Ms. Dolmii Dee Remeliik graduated in 2012 from the University of
Hawaii-Manoa with a graduate degree in education and moved back
home to Palau soon after to begin work in the field of education. Having
worked in the field of education for six years, she looked to an
opportunity of self-growth in the environment sector and joined our
ministry in April 2019 as the GEF-6 Project Manager. Her main role is
ensuring the successful completion of the project, working alongside a
small implementation team which includes Ms. Rica Ngirmang as the
Financial Oﬃcer and Ms. Emmilou K. Manabat as the Project Oﬃcer.
Ms. Remeliik pictured here.

Ms. Remeliik has worked with project partners from the national and
state governments, NGOs and other agencies to coordinate activities
and eﬀorts towards the project’s main objective of mainstreaming biodiversity safeguards and
conservation into land and seascape governance, planning and management in Palau. Throughout
the first year of the project, consultations with project partners have certainly bridged relationships
that have helped provide her with a deeper understanding of Palau’s many organizations’ eﬀorts
toward achieving the well-being of our communities and the sustained use of our natural resources.
The project is yet another valuable prospect that aims to do just that—safeguarding the health of
Palau’s natural resources.
When she is not working, she enjoys fishing, reading, time with family and learning the ways of taro
patch farming. Ms. Remeliik looks forward to furthering this important work in 2020 with project
partners and stakeholders.

……………………………………………………………………….
We hope you found this edition of our newsletter informative and invite you to check out our

previous newsletters by going to www.palaugov.pw/executive-branch/ministries/natural-resources/.
We’ll be sharing more stories and updates with you in our next edition coming out at the end
of March.
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