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Employee Birthdays for January,
February, March
Harlan Derbai (BOA) Jan. 8
Mickey M. Towai (BOA) Jan. 8
Bernice Sidoi (BOA) Jan. 10
Caleb Tekriu (BOA) Jan. 14
Raynold Skilang (BOA) Jan. 18
Shaina Mimong (BOA) Jan. 26
Kashgar Rengulbai (BOA) Feb. 3
Raybon Wasisang (BOA) Feb. 17
Olwachel Demei (BOA) Feb. 19
Gregory Meyar (BOA) Feb. 26
Jason Tewid (BOA) Feb. 29
Havalei Recheked (BOA) Mar. 2
Gwendolyn Bai (BOA) Mar. 10
JB Nagata (BOA) Mar. 18
Tyler Abraham (BOA) Mar. 20
Carter Ngiralbong (BOA) Mar. 27
Carl Haruo (BMR) Jan. 21
John Ngirailild (BMR) Jan. 23
Jacob Timarong (BMR) Jan. 26
Erbai Yukiwo (BMR) Feb. 12
Jerome Oiterong (BMR) Feb. 13
Alfred Tuelbang (BMR) Mar. 2
D-Van Ongrung (BMR) Mar. 24
Fabian Iyar (BOT) Feb. 2
David Orrukem (BOT) Feb. 25
Endira Apsalom (BOT) Mar. 8
Melvira Kazuma (PAN) Mar. 20

To our valued readers,
We’re back and happy to report on the progress of our work
after a 3-month hiatus. As you may know from previous
newsletters, we began
sharing our stories with you
on a monthly basis, ending
in December of 2018 and
letting you all know that we
would come back in 2019
with a quarterly newsletter.
A lot has happened since
January of this year and as
Minister F. Umiich Sengebau
you can see from our
birthdays section, many of
us have celebrated their special days, most of whom can
interestingly be found within our Bureau of Agriculture. I
hope you find our quarterly edition informative and
encourage you to utilise the services we readily provide to
you and the Republic of Palau.

Please join me in welcoming, Ms. Geraldine Datuin
Ms. Datuin is our new Micronesia Challenge Regional
Coordinator. She graduated from
the University of Guam with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
Anthropology and from the
University of Exeter, United
Kingdom with a Master of
Science degree in Conservation
and Biodiversity as a prestigious
Fulbright scholar.
Geraldine has a strong
background as a policy analyst

Ms. Geraldine Datuin
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March 22 is World Water Day
and April 22 is Our Earth Day
Sustainable Development Goal 6
is crystal clear: water for all by
2030. By definition, this means

leaving no one behind. But
today, billions of people are still
living without safe water - their
households, schools, workplaces,
farms and factories struggling to
survive and thrive.
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while previously working with the Oﬃce of the Lieutenant
Governor of Guam, and most recently played a key role in
developing a committee to enact legislation for a
conservation-oriented water rate structure for farmers with
the Guam Department of Agriculture. She became
interested in government-led conservation initiatives while in
the U.K., most notably during her Conservation and Policy
field course in Kenya, Africa, so she is very excited to join the
Micronesia Challenge and begin working with everyone.
She is also an artist, with formal Fine Arts training in college.
Her paintings have been showcased on Guam under her artist
name “Sigwarz".
Geraldine is based in Palau and will be coordinating our
eﬀorts across the region under the support and guidance of
our respective jurisdiction focal points. We are all excited
about what lies ahead for the Micronesia Challenge and
request your kind support in welcoming her to our family.

MINISTRY NEWS AND UPDATES
People’s Empowerment Project

Ngardok Nature Reserve, Melekeok.

Our Bureau of Agriculture (BOA) is part of the People’s
Empowerment Project. The key focuses for this project are
emergency preparedness and food security. BOA along with

In Palau, we recently experienced
a drought in 2016. World Water
Day is about tackling the water
crisis so let’s do what we can at
home and collectively strive to
better manage this finite
resource.
May 22 is the International Day
for Biological Diversity
The theme for 2019 is, “Our
Biodiversity, Our Food, Our
Health”
Members of the project pictured here include the U.S. Civic Action
Team, Palau Community College and the Palau Red Cross Society.

the Palau Red Cross Society, Women’s empowerment group,
Palau Community College Cooperative Research Extension
(PCC), National Emergency Management Oﬃce, Weather
Oﬃce, Ministry of Health, United Nations Development
2

Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment & Tourism

January-March 2019 Edition

Programme, US Civil Action Team, Environmental Quality Protection Board and other agencies travel
throughout Palau and hold workshops and meetings to provide people with key skills and knowledge
to deal with the aftermath of natural disasters, droughts, climate change or other unforeseeable
events.
The project has visited Kayangel, Ngarchelong and Peleliu. On these trips BOA and PCC brought
lemons (kingkang) and breadfruit (meduu) for planting demonstrations. These fruit plants are an
optional food source and the project will visit Angaur, the South West Islands and other locations.

Successful Dwarf Meduu (Ma’afala) Tissue Transplanted

Recipient of the breadfruit tree, Ma’afala.

BOA, PCC and the United States Department of Agriculture
Forest Service – Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry are
collaborating to promote breadfruit agroforestry and food
security. A total of 650 tissue cultured breadfruit trees
(Artocarpus altilis) of a variety shown to be productive and
highly successful in the region (Ma’afala) were imported to
Palau in 2018 and will be distributed to the islands of Sonsorol,
Hatohobei, Kayangel, Angaur, and Peleliu as well as the states
of Ngarchelong, Ngaraard, Ngiwal, Melekeok and Ngchesar in
2019. A public workshop on breadfruit agroforestry and
propagation methods is planned for 2019 to encourage
community plantings across Palau. Some of these plants were
also utilised by BOA and PCC as part of the People’s
Empowerment Project.

Forest Monitoring Survey Completed at Ngerderar Conservation Area
The first forest monitoring survey was conducted in Aimeliik State under the national project, R2R:
Advancing Sustainable Resources Management to Improve Livelihoods and Protect Biodiversity. The survey
was done in Ngerderar Conservation Area, a designated Protected Areas Network (PAN) site.
A total of 39 plots were surveyed by
the forestry team with the collected
data to be used in helping establish
national forest monitoring protocols
to better inform management eﬀorts
for our forests. Six other terrestrial
PAN sites will be surveyed as well.

Variety of Fruit Trees to be
Available to Public
In partnership with the United
Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization’s Technical
Cooperation Program (FAO), BOA
has conducted capacity building

Surveyors of the forestry team at Ngerderar Conservation Area in Aimeliik.
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workshops in the production of
fruit trees using grafting
techniques, including pineapple
production and management.
Through this project, 870 plants
were imported to Palau to be
distributed soon. These plants
include two varieties of
pineapples, wax apples and
longans; one variety of sapodilla,
carambola; eight varieties of
FAO technician and training participants.
mangoes, and five varieties of
avocados. Two trainings were
provided by FAO for BOA employees and partners as well as the general public.

A Tidbit from Our National Slaughterhouse

From January through March, we’ve had:
(27) pigs processed for locals and (3) for commercial markets.

38th Annual Meeting of the Parties to the Nauru Agreement hosted in Palau
This past month, Palau hosted the 38th Annual Meeting of the Parties to the Nauru Agreement
(PNA). During the meeting, Minister Sengebau took over the chairmanship as the outgoing
Chairman, Charleston Deiye from Nauru, relinquished the role to Palau.

Minister Sengebau, PNA CEO Ludwig Kumoru and PNA member-country representatives.

The PNA consists of a group of eight Pacific island countries that together control the world’s largest
sustainable tuna purse-seine fishery in the western and central Pacific Ocean. Members countries
4

Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment & Tourism

January-March 2019 Edition

include the Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, Papua New
Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Tuvalu. Tokelau, a territory of New Zealand, in 2012 joined the PNA
purse-seine vessel day scheme (VDS), a system of zone-based eﬀort control used to sustainably
manage the fishery that provides around 50% of the global supply of skipjack tuna. PNA skipjack and
yellowfin tuna caught in free schooling purse-seine operations have been certified by the Marine
Stewardship Council since 2011.
Minister Sengebau reminded participants of the core values and interests that brought the PNA
together in the first place - their shared concerns over the exploitation of their common fish stocks by
distant water fishing fleets, and their cooperation in managing their Exclusive Economic Zones
(EEZs) to achieve maximum benefits from their fishery resources.
“Our continued eﬀorts, sowed on the unity among our member states and realized in a combined EEZ
extending over 15 million km2, have long established the PNA as global leaders in fisheries
sustainability. To date, we are the only regional fisheries management organization with all of its tuna
stocks in the green”, Minister Sengebau said, noting also that, “there is always room for improvement,
and this is reflected in this year’s priorities for the PNA”.
These priorities include preparations with industry to implement a ban on bunkering that will come
into eﬀect in 2020, work to progress tracking and managing Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs),
advancing the inclusion of new and emerging technologies to improve fisheries management, and the
implementation of the VDS for the longline fishery, following its adoption by all PNA members.
Bureau of Marine Resources Annual Report for 2017 Published
The Bureau of Marine Resources (BMR) is pleased to
announce the publication of its 2017 Annual Report,
electronic copies of which are now available and can be
requested by emailing tekoilchei@palaunet.com.
Alternatively, the report can also be downloaded from
the SPC website: http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/
FAME/Reports/BMR_19_2017_Annual_Report.pdf. You
can also direct questions and feedback to the email
address provided here.

Joint Review Committee Consultations for
PMDC Operations held in February
The Joint Review Committee composed of BMR
Director and Overseas Fishery Cooperation Foundation
of Japan (OFCF) Senior Vice President, held their
annual review of the cooperation between our Ministry
and OFCF regarding operations of the Palau Mariculture Demonstration Center (PMDC). During
the meeting, BMR/OFCF giant-clam expert, Mr. Shigeaki Sone, as the main component of the
bilateral cooperation, presented his 2018 report. In his report, it was indicated that construction of
the new PMDC facility disrupted giant clam-seed production and distribution to customers in the
clam-farming program. In addition, required contractor follow up to finishing issues in the raceway
tanks had been a main topic but, seeing as how the resolution to these issues had been quick and
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timely on the part of the project contractor, the facility’s
first release of new giant-clam seeds to farmers is assured
before year-end.

OFCF Donates Vehicle to BMR

Director Remengesau (left) and staﬀ with
partners from OFCF.

On March 06, OFCF expert Mr. Shigeaki Sone presented
BMR Director Leon Remengesau with the keys to a new
2018 Nissan Navara double cab pickup truck, bought for
$44, 495.00 from local Ksau Motors.

BMR wishes to express its sincere gratitude for the
generous assistance provided by OFCF under the
Fisheries Development Assistance to Pacific Island
Nations program for 2018. The vehicle will be used by
the BMR Maintenance and Engineering Shop, which is
the counterpart of the Japanese team of experts
dispatched annually to repair and maintain the fishing
base ice machines in the six state communities of Palau.
Vehicle donated to BMR, pictured here.

Aimeliik Elementary School Visits BMR
Aimeliik Elementary School students from grades 1 through 8, descended on March 13 to tour BMR’s
Palau National Aquaculture Center where they were able to see rabbit-fish fries newly developed from

Director Remengesau showing students the rabbit fish fries.

Technician Sumor explaining giant clam reproduction.

larvae produced in the fish hatchery. After touring the broodstock and grow-out tanks in the recentlyrebuilt BMR fish hatchery, students crossed over to view the new PMDC giant-clam facility where
PMDC technicians have already harvested and transferred thousands of clams smaller than the
students’ fingernails to the long raceway cultivating tanks. Senior Technician Lawrence Sumor also
briefly explained the mechanics of giant clam reproduction to the school teachers and students.

3rd Stakeholder Meeting Conducted for the Nationwide FADs Network
On March 8, the 3rd Stakeholder Consultation on the Nationwide Anchored FADs Network was held
at the Marine Law Building, Bai Ra Bul, in Malakal. The meeting was organised in partnership with
the Palau National Marine Sanctuary (PNMS) Oﬃce to inform stakeholders of progress made in
6
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planning and implementing the Nationwide FADs Network and to discuss next steps, including the
number and proposed siting of FADs to be deployed in 2019. Other discussion points covered FAD
access by diﬀerent user groups, reconciling the requirement for fishing permits in the northern states
with the national government’s mandate to manage
the pelagic species that normally aggregate around
FADs, and the need for a maintenance plan.
Additional discussions included exploring a licensing
system to support data collection and as a means of
contributing to the maintenance costs of the FADs
network. Further consultations will be held over the
course of the coming months to ensure that the views
of stakeholders are well represented and taken on
board as the network evolves.
Along with local fishermen, attendees included
representatives of PAN, state conservation oﬃcers
and rangers, BMR, the Palau Sports Fishing
Association, The Nature Conservancy, Palau Conservation Society, Palau Boaters Association, and
Friends of the Palau National Marine Sanctuary.
Workshop participants pictured above.

The Ministry and the PNMS Oﬃce would like to thank all attendees, community members and
partner organizations for their continued support in implementing the FADs network and developing
Palau’s domestic fishery.

Bureau of Tourism Holds a Strategic Planning Workshop for Implementation of
the Responsible Tourism Policy Framework
At the beginning of March, the Bureau of Tourism (BOT) held a retreat to prepare the oﬃce to
implement the Responsible Tourism Policy Framework, review the newly drafted 5-year strategic plan
and the new organizational chart, streamline the tour operators' license application process, and to
work plan for the 2020 fiscal year budget.
Discussions at the
workshop which
were guided with the
new process map
identified that most
of the back logs of
applications
submitted to BOT
were the result of
incomplete
applications and
Director Kevin Mesebeluu (2nd from left) and BOT employees at strategic planning meeting.
missing information.
The new process deals with this by having compliance oﬃcers review the application with the
submitter to ensure that no information is missing and the application is complete. In this case,

7

January-March 2019 Edition

Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment & Tourism

instead of entering the information into the data base, they now wait until just before the interview
with the Director to ensure that the information is complete and duplication of work is avoided.
Another adjustment determined in the consultations was the changing of application modes with one
being a new applicant and the other a renewal of an existing license. This way, tour operators only
need to update information on a yearly basis with any changes to assets, employees, location, new
tours, or changes in business status.
The BOT staﬀ would like to thank the generous sponsors that donated to the success of this retreat,
including Payless Market, Shimbros, Coco Beach Resort and Ngiwal State. We hope every year’s
retreat will be as successful as this one.

PAN Office Completes 2019 Work Planning Process
In January, the PAN Oﬃce dedicated two days to work on its 2019 work plan which consisted of three
main goals: 1) community engagement; 2) capacity enhancement, and; 3) governance.

Program Coordinator Foober Obichang Skebong (2nd from left) and staﬀ during their work planning exercise.

The work planning exercise not only allowed the staﬀ to take ownership of the work ahead, it enabled
the team to see each task supporting a bigger picture, the PAN mission: Protect Palau’s natural and
cultural resources ensuring that examples of the full range of biodiversity are preserved in protected
areas across the country. And, that the unique natural beauty and precious resources for which Palau
is internationally recognized will not be lost or destroyed.
The PAN Oﬃce is hopeful that this year will bring much growth to its team to further support PAN
States fulfill its goals and mission.

PAN Representatives and Special
Guests Visit Ngchesar State’s Mesekelat

PAN Staﬀ and guests on Mesekelat hiking trail.

On January 27, the PAN Oﬃce and PAN Fund
with special guests from the planning committee
for the 7th Our Ocean Conference, to be hosted in
Palau in 2020, kicked oﬀ the new year with a visit
to Ngchesar State’s PAN site, Mesekelat. Before
the team hit the trail to the waterfall, they had
discussions for the upcoming PAN conference and
the development of a rapid site assessment.
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During the visit, the group observed management practices at site to better understand current
management capacities. PAN Oﬃce and PAN Fund will be conducting monthly site visits to help
provide more eﬀective support and coordination to site managers.

PAN Employees Acquire SCUBA Certification
At the end of January, several employees from PAN Oﬃce and PAN Fund attended an Open-Water
Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus (SCUBA) certification course provided by Cruise
Control, a local tour operator. The training was a success and resulted in four certified staﬀ who can
now consider more advanced courses in SCUBA diving.

SCUBA trainees and instructors at Ngermeaus Island in Koror State’s Rock Islands Southern Lagoon.

The certifications would enable the employees to visit and experience designated marine-PAN sites
first hand. Moreover, when the need arises, they can assist with diving activities.

Palau’s Protected Areas Scorecard Updated and Submitted to the Secretariat of
the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)
On February 20, resource managers, conservation agencies and organizations convened to learn about
regional and world data portals for protected areas and to review and update Palau’s data. The
meeting was facilitated by Ms. Joyce
Beouch of the PAN Oﬃce, Julie
Callebaut from Inform Project and
Vai Jungblut from SPREP. The
Pacific Islands Protected Areas
Portal (PIPAP) and the World
Database on Protected Areas
(WDPA) portals provide regional
and global access to our protected
areas information that we can use to
monitor progress toward achieving
our commitment to Aichi Target 11
and the United Nations Convention
Meeting participants pictured above.
on Biological Diversity.
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Aichi Target 11 states that by 2020, at least 17% of terrestrial and inland water areas and 10% of
coastal and marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem
services, are conserved through eﬀectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and
well-connected systems of protected areas and other eﬀective area-based conservation measures, and
integrated into the wider landscape and seascape.
With technical assistance from SPREP and ACP-EU BIOPAMA, participants learned about SPREP’s
programme of support for protected areas and received basic training on the use of PIPAP and
WDPA, understanding working linkages between the INFORM and BIOPAMA projects at the
national level and gaining appreciation and understanding of current activities related to protected
areas management. The meeting also helped participants better understand common issues and
capacity needs and challenges at the national level pertaining to protected areas. This included
learning to verify status and undertake a rapid review and update of current data in support of better
decision making and timely reporting on national, regional and global priorities and commitments;
and to ensure that all stakeholders fully understand the benefits of having good baseline data.
The participants successfully reviewed and validated Palau’s scorecard which included the Palau
National Marine Sanctuary, PAN and non-PAN sites. Results were submitted to SPREP to be
uploaded on the PIPAP and the WDPA.

Special Project Collaboration: Enhancing Enforcement Capacity
On February 22, PAN Oﬃce, PAN Fund, the Ministry of Justice, The Nature Conservancy and the
Melekeok Conservation Network (MCN) met at Melekeok’s Ngardok Nature Reserve to discuss its
ongoing collaboration project to enhance enforcement capacity and coordination for Palau’s PAN
sites. The meeting was also a space for the partners to undergo joint work planning and to prioritize
actions and roles under each of the components of the project and prepare for the annual work plan.

Meeting participants reviewed the multiyear work plan which included four components of
collaboration: (1) improved capacity building to support enforcement and surveillance activities; (2)
key institutional mechanisms and procedures established and operationalized to enable on-site

10

Ministry of Natural Resources, Environment & Tourism

January-March 2019 Edition

enforcement and surveillance activities; (3) clear, coordinated, and legally robust citation process in
place with clear roles and responsibilities of all relevant parties, and; (4) enhanced coordination in the
implementation of the activities.

PAN Launches New Logo
PAN is proud to oﬃcially announce the launching of its
Network logo in celebration of its 15th Anniversary. The logo
(pictured left) was debuted at the 15th PAN Anniversary
dinner held at the Palau Pacific Resort. Prior to the event,
PAN Oﬃce and PAN Fund launched a social media
campaign to give the public a chance to vote for their
favorite logo out of three possible choices and the results
were announced during the PAN Anniversary event. Since
then, the logo has undergone slight alteration but has kept
the integrity of the original, reflecting the Network’s vision
and mission.
The design of the logo includes: (1) 16 bird silhouettes
representing the resource owners, all 16 states of Palau, as
well as Palau’s abundant bird and terrestrial wildlife; (2) two
coconut trees representing the PAN Oﬃce and PAN Fund; (3) canoe representing the Palauan people,
culture, and way of life; (4) ocean representing Palau’s pristine waters that has continually fed Palau in
the past until today; in addition, the fish and coral silhouettes show abundance of the diverse marine
life and how rich and pristine Palau’s waters are; (5) land, which symbolizes not only the rock islands
but the terrestrial environment of Babeldaob with fresh water lakes and forests that Palau’s matriarchs
have been tilling for centuries to provide much needed nutrition, and; (6) blue and gold colors
representing Palau’s ocean, while the gold represents the moon as similar to Palau’s national flag
description.
In the course of 15 years, numerous milestones have been reached, including the establishment of
PAN Fund as well as 15 states being added to the Network. Together, the PAN states, PAN Fund and
PAN Oﬃce make up a larger network and this logo signifies its growth and links them together as a
part of a this larger network.

Competitive Grants and Scholarship Programs Unveiled
The PAN Oﬃce and PAN Fund are pleased to announce the opening of Competitive Grants and
Capacity Building Scholarship programs for 2019.
Competitive Grants Program
The Competitive Grants Program is a one-time opportunity for PAN-Member States to enhance
their ongoing eﬀorts to eﬀectively manage their unique natural and cultural resources. PAN states’
proposed projects should address at least one or both of the following areas of focus: (1) monitoring
and special studies, and; (2) tourism management.
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Applicants will go through a two-phase application process. The first phase is to submit a concept
note, which may be submitted via email between March 8 through April 6 to PAN Fund Grants
Oﬃcer, Ms. Jovalyn Koshiba at jkoshiba@palaupanfund.org. Once approved, the second phase of the
application is to turn in a completed electronic application to Ms. Koshiba.
Capacity Building Scholarship Program
The Scholarship Program is an opportunity available for Palauans who are interested or are already
involved in Palau’s conservation eﬀorts. There are two components to this scholarship program.
The first part is the Internship component, which is geared towards supporting Palauan students
integrate knowledge gained through their classroom learning into a professional work setting.
Awarded applicants will receive a $400 biweekly stipend with airfare included and the deadline to
apply is April 1 or November 1 of this year.
The second part, which is the Training component, is aimed at supporting PAN employees (PAN
States, PAN Oﬃce or PAN Fund) to supplement the cost of their attendance to related capacity
building or professional development trainings. This scholarship will enable employees to contribute
to Palau's national goal, which is to eﬀectively conserve 30% of near-shore marine resources and 20%
of terrestrial resources by 2020 and beyond. Scholarship awards will not exceed $5,000 and
applications must submitted at least two months prior to training dates. The application package and
eligibility requirements are available at www.palaupanfund.org.
For the Internship Program application, students must email the Palau National Scholarship Oﬃce at
pnsb@palaunet.com. For the Training Scholarship application, PAN employees must email PAN
Fund General Manager, Regis Emesiochel at remesiochel@palaupanfund.org. For more information
please visit the PAN Fund oﬃce at the Tommy E. Remengesau Bldg. on M-Dock road or visit the
website at www.palaupanfund.org.
GEF R2R IW Completes 6-month Water Quality Monitoring – Halfway there!
The Ministry’s Ridge to Reef International Waters (R2R IW) Project is halfway through their one
year water quality monitoring with Melekeok Conservation Network (MCN). Sampling takes place at
the following sites: (1) the bridge on the way to the lake; (2) the dock of the lake; (3) Ngeolib
(Melekeok dam); (4) Ngerkoranges, and; (5) Euall. The MCN water quality team has become more
familiar and comfortable with using and reading the water instruments/tools.

Photo Courtesy of BWA/R2R IW
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GEF R2R IW Showcased in Various Social Media Platforms
Acknowledging the Ministry’s GEF R2R IW
Project work with MCN - The Regional Pacific
Ridge to Reef Programme showcased this work
through various social media platforms and
outreach products. Local excerpts on lessons
learned and observations were documented and
shared on International Women’s Day and on
World Water Day. Congratulations on this
significant achievement!

Belau Watershed Alliance (BWA) Quarterly Update
In a subsequent meeting, BWA met and elected a new Chairman and Treasurer. As a result, BWA is
pleased to announce the incoming 2019 Oﬃcers:
Chairman Leonard “Gork” Basilius,
Ngarchelong
Vice Chair Valary Diaz, Ngeremlengui
Treasurer Sahar Hanser, Ngardmau
BWA would also like to express its heartfelt
appreciation and recognize outgoing oﬃcers:
Chairman Jonathan Temol, Ngiwal
Chairman Leonard Debengek, Ngaraard
Vice Chair Ebais Sadang, Ngaraard, and
Treasurer Dorothy Ueda, Ngarchelong.
Her Excellency, U.S. Ambassador Amy Hyatt and meeting
participants. Photo Courtesy of BWA/R2R IW

Keeping up with the launch of their new
action plan, BWA held its quarterly meeting
on February 26 and special guests at the
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meeting included her Excellency U.S. Ambassador Amy Hyatt and Mr. Paul Lake (USDA NRCS). Mr.
Lake provided in-depth presentations on soil science, health and management. Discussions were
engaging and allowed members to have substantive discussions regarding soil remediating actions.
BWA wishes to thank Her Excellency, U.S. Ambassador Amy Hyatt and Mr. Paul Lake for their time.
National Design Workshop and Consultations for “Managing Coastal Aquifers in Selected
Pacific Small Island Developing States (SIDS)” Project
A national design planning workshop was held on March
12 for the GEF/UNDP/SPC multi-focal project entitled
“Managing Coastal Aquifers in Selected Pacific SIDS”.
The goal of this project, which is operating in three
Pacific Island Countries (Palau, Marshall Islands and
Tuvalu), is to improve the understanding, use, and
protection of coastal aquifers towards enhanced water
security within the context of a changing climate.
A team from the Pacific Community’s (SPC)
Geosciences, Energy and Maritime Division was onisland to facilitate the workshop. With the project in its
preparation phase, local expert stakeholders convened to
identify potential project sites and activities that would
be beneficial to Palau in managing its coastal aquifers.
Building on the national design workshop, a
community consultation was held in Peleliu
(pictured right) the following day to garner
community input to the proposed project. At this
event, men and women were separated to gather
gender-specific information on the usage of water
and on the identification of water related issues that
the project could potentially address.
The preparation phase of the project allows for
Palau to determine how the project should be
designed and implemented in order to ensure that it
meets our needs. As such, our Ministry and SPC
would like to thank the local experts that attended
the National Design Workshop and also extend our
appreciation to the Palau Public Utilities
Corporation for facilitating the water plant tours and the Governor Temmy Shmull and the people of
Peleliu for their hospitality and participation in the community meeting.
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PICRC 18th Anniversary Education Carnival

On January 9, the GEF Pacific R2R IW Project along with BWA and Melekeok Conservation
Network staﬀ joined the Palau International Coral Reef Center (PICRC) and other agencies
for PICRCs 18 Anniversary
Education Carnival. Giveaways such
as stickers and brochures about
watersheds and water conservation
were given to students as well as
water conservation posters. A
watershed model was displayed to
show common watershed features,
how it functions, and the eﬀects of
human activity on and around a
watershed area as well as a simple
board game that illustrated the importance of saving water. Overall turn out of students
reached over 200 from 4 diﬀerent schools.
Framework for Access & Benefit Sharing (ABS) of Genetic Resources to be
Implemented Soon
Consultations were held in March with state governments, agencies and other key
stakeholders to finalize regulations and streamlining procedures for applications pertaining to
the research and bioprospecting of genetic resources in Palau. A key issue that would be
resolved through this process is the integration of management and regulatory agencies
across national and state entities.

Participants of the ABS consultations.
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We greatly appreciate the important contributions provided by the participants which included
Governor Remengesau of Ngeremlengui, Governor Ngiracheluolu of Kayangel, Governor Obak of
Aimeliik, representatives of the states of Sonsorol, Koror, Council of Chiefs, Palau Conservation
Society, Palau International Coral Reef Center, National Environment Protection Council, Belau
National Museum and Bureau of Marine Resources. The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional
Environment Programme has been a partner in moving this initiative forward. The regulations
guiding these eﬀorts will be provided to the public for comments before they are formally endorsed.

Biosecurity Chief, Devon Andreas
Our Ministry’s Profiled Employee for the Quarter
BOA’s Biosecurity Oﬃce is honored to have Mr. Devon
Andreas as their Biosecurity Chief. Mr. Andreas joined us in
2003 and worked his way up the ladder, eventually making
Chief of Biosecurity in 2017. Mr. Andreas has known from a
very young age that he wanted to work in the agriculture
sector.
He attended Pohnpei Agriculture Trades School (PATS) from
1985 to 1989 and went on to further his education at the
University of Hawaii at Hilo from 1989 to 1991. We asked Mr.
Andreas, “What is your main focus and drive at work?”.
He replied with a very serious demeanor, “We, as Biosecurity
Oﬃcers are a line of defense in the entry ports of Palau.
Every time we start work, we have to be serious and most of all, be meticulous in all our work.
Unlike taxes that can be recovered from taxable items through customs check points - pests,
plants and animal diseases, alien invasive species or other biosafety hazards can create very
real dangers for Palauans and the environment.”
Mr. Devon Andreas, pictured here.

With the 10 staﬀ working in the Biosecurity Oﬃce, he always reminds them that they should
do their best wherever they are stationed.
When asked, “What do you think you need right away to improve the Biosecurity Oﬃce?”,
Mr. Andreas replied that, “There are many things that need to be done to improve the
Biosecurity Oﬃce. We need to complete the GEF 5 and 6 projects where the main focus is to
increase capacity, strengthen our regulations, create key protocols, build a biosecurity oﬃce,
but the most important thing we need right away, is to create a station in the post oﬃce
because that is the only point of entry to Palau that we are not stationed at”.
Mr. Andreas is a man with many hats. Not only is he Chief of the Biosecurity Division, he is
also serving his second term as a legislator with Koror State Government. Passionate in his
work, Mr. Andreas helped author Koror State Government’s legislation to strictly prohibit
the movement of long-tailed macaques across state borders. The long-tailed macaques are a
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species of monkey primarily based in the state of Angaur that can potentially be introduced
to other islands in Palau and become highly destructive invasive alien species.
Lastly, we asked, “Do you have any message for our Ministry and its staﬀ?”. Mr. Andreas
replied, “Please work hard everyone, our work is to protect and help a Lukel a Klengar” (Our
Environment).
Thank you Mr. Andreas for your service and commitment to our Ministry and to Palau!

……………………………………………………………………….
We hope you found this edition of our newsletter informative and invite you to check out our
previous newsletters by going to www.palaugov.pw/mnret-monthly-newsletter. We’ll be sharing
more stories and updates with you in our next edition coming out at the end of June.
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