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UPDATES FROM
THE MINISTRY
www.palaugov.pw/mnret-monthly-newsletter
Employee Birthdays
Bureau of Agriculture
Stanford Blaluk ————————— Apr. 5
Bungellong Tebelak ————— Apr. 11
Ehrlick M. Termeteet ————- May 10
Fernando Sengebau ————- May 30
Stephanie Sogaw ——————- Jun. 17
Omeliakl Smus ————————- Jun. 26
Sadang Osarch ———————— Jun. 28
Bureau of Marine Resources
Everson Sengebau —————- Apr. 15
Stacy Akitaya —————————- Apr. 15
Johnny Mongami —————— Apr. 19
McQuiston Temol ————— May 18
Guestler Ngiralemau ———- May 23
Liosi Y. Kib ——————————— May 26
Umang Demei ———————— Jun. 7
Sorens Meyar ————————— Jun. 16
Zilah D. Oiterong —————— Jun. 23
Percy Rechelluul ——————- Jun. 23

Thank you for all your hard work
during the past year. Wishing
you a happy birthday and a
great year to come!

Alii and Good Day,
Since our last newsletter, a lot of exciting things have
happened and we’re happy to continue to share these stories
with you, but first, let me say congratulations to our
students who graduated recently in Palau and abroad and
will soon look to new challenges and opportunities. Job
well done! We encourage
you to aim for the stars and
look forward to welcoming
you into the workforce.
Congratulations also to all
the amazing athletes in the
recently concluded 2019
Belau Games. We cheer for
you with pride and
Minister F. Umiich Sengebau
confidence and hope you
cherish the experiences
gained and friendships made along the way. Finally, I’m
happy to share with you the 2nd edition of our 2019
quarterly newsletter with content provided by our
respective bureaus, programs and projects. We hope you
find the stories informative and useful.

Businesses Going Green
Congratulations to Ivan
Rudimch (IR) &
Company for being an
environmentally
responsible local business
by shifting to the use of
biodegradable plastic
bags. You can see these
plastic bags when you
shop at any of the IR

Biodegradable plastic bags provided to
customers a IR convenience stores.
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National & International Days
Dedicated to Environmental
Commitments and Efforts

Earth Day is celebrated to remind
each of us that the earth and its
ecosystems provide us with life
and sustenance. Find out what
activities took place on Earth Day
in this edition.
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convenience stores in town. The government enacted an
environmental protection bill prohibiting businesses from
distributing plastic bags that are not biodegradable or
compostable which will become eﬀective on November 2019.
All individuals and businesses will be prohibited from
importing such plastic products for further distribution to
their customers at the point of sale or prior to exit for the
purpose of transporting groceries, food products and other
merchandise. Conventional plastic bags can take up to 20
years to decompose and are harmful to many marine and
terrestrial species while also contributing significantly to
plastic debris in oceans. If you have any questions on this law,
please call the Division of Solid Waste Management, Bureau
of Public Works at 488-2850/2480 or EQPB at 488-3600. Join
us in applauding IR Company for actively taking steps to
protect our environment!
June 8 is World Oceans Day

May 22 is the International
Day for Biological Diversity
“Biological diversity is vital for
human health and well-being. I
urge all - governments,
businesses and civil society - to
take urgent action to protect and
sustainably manage the fragile
and vital web of life on our one
and only planet.” - UN Secretary
General, Antònio Guterres

We celebrate World Oceans Day to remind everyone of the
major role the oceans have in everyday life. They are the
lungs of our planet, providing most of the oxygen we breathe.
The purpose of the Day is to inform the public of the impact
of human actions on the ocean, develop a worldwide
movement of citizens for the ocean, and mobilize and unite
the world’s population on a project for the sustainable
management of the world's oceans. They are a major source
of food and medicines and a critical part of the biosphere. In
the end, it is a day to celebrate together the beauty, the
wealth and the promise of the ocean.
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MINISTRY NEWS AND UPDATES
17th Annual Biosecurity Quarantine Training Conducted in Guam
At the end of March, five of Palau’s biosecurity oﬃcers and the National Invasive Species
Coordinator, Ms. Ngeyaol Polycarp, attended a week-long training in Guam on biosecurity and
quarantine. They discussed the importance of biosecurity and the agencies leading eﬀorts at the
front lines and utilised the United States’ Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) manuals on the
importation of goods. Participants learned how to capture brown tree snakes and various types of
insects. They also visited a USDA Plant Inspection Facility to see an agriculture K-9 demonstration
- a relatively new program where highly trained detector dogs can find a specific invasive pest or
disease in the field. The training oﬀered entry-level biosecurity oﬃcers fundamental lessons in
quarantine but also provided updated information and knowledge to seasoned oﬃcers.

Customs and Quarantine Oﬃcers who participated in the training held at the University of Guam.

Along with other participants, the Palau delegates discussed capacity issues and opportunities and
how to further strengthen its biosecurity division. The week-long training was intensive but also
gave the trainees a chance to network with other biosecurity and customs oﬃcers while enjoying
Guam’s wonderful hospitality.

Fruit Fly Training Workshop Held on May 24 and 28
The Bureau of Agriculture’s (BOA) Biosecurity Division and the National Invasive Species
Coordinator conducted a fruit fly training workshop in collaboration with Mr. Konrad Engelberger,
an expert on fruit flies from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).
The workshop was attended by 33 participants including farmers, state governments and NGO
representatives. The participants learned how to identify the diﬀerent species of fruit flies, methods
to control them, techniques on how to protect fruits from infestation and the best time for harvest.
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Participants of the workshop pictured here at the Bureau of Agriculture oﬃce in Ngchesar.

A separate training was held for the biosecurity oﬃcers and the National Invasive Species
Coordinator on trapping and controlling fruit flies with baited traps. BOA has been and will
continue their eﬀorts in eradicating and controlling fruit flies. For more information please call
622-5804 or our National Invasive Species Coordinator, Ms. Ngeyaol Polycarp at 775-1374. Leaflets
on controlling fruits flies are available in our oﬃces for anyone interested.

A Tidbit from Our National Slaughterhouse
From January through June we have processed 59 pigs:
- 50 for individuals for customs or other purposes
- 9 for our animal production project that continues to improve the
genetic pool of local livestock while also meeting internationally
recognized health standards.
The animal production project provides piglets for farmers and its
feed for 6 months - when the pigs reach optimal weight, the project buys them back and processes
them at the slaughterhouse. They are vacuum packed and sold every Thursday at Ernguul Park. The
slaughterhouse provides processing services to the public and welcomes any questions so please call
our oﬃce at 622-5804 for more information.

Key Legislation Passed for Agriculture/Aquaculture Subsidy

The price of locally farmed chicken will be
comparable with imported brands.

President Remengesau recently signed legislation
establishing an incentive program which encourages the
local production of meat and seafood. The act calls for our
ministry to promulgate regulations governing the program
to incentivize the local production of pork and poultry
products and seafood for domestic sale and consumption
through subsidies for the purchase of feed for pigs,
chickens, and other poultry raised for domestic sale and
consumption, or through other incentives. BOA will work
directly with the Palau Livestock Association pertaining to
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the services and products expected as a result of this legislation. The enabling legislation would also
allow BOA to hire a Livestock Sales Broker and a Veterinarian with the intent of setting up a market
system and developing an inspection and grading system for the meat and poultry that are produced.
The legislation also establishes the Palau Livestock Fund to be administered by BOA and will
initially be allocated start-up funds of $25,000 with 1% of the annual revenues derived from the tax
imposed on alcoholic beverages. Regulations are expected to be in place by September of this year.

BMR and PICRC Continue Surveying Trochus
The Bureau of Marine Resources (BMR) and the Palau International
Coral Reef Center (PICRC) continues their ongoing survey of Trochus in
response to a senate joint resolution to open the harvesting of this type
of sea snail, valued for its mother of pearl layer, which is traditionally
made into items such as pearl buttons and jewelry.
Results of a previous survey conducted in May of 2016 recommended
against the harvesting of trochus since the survey showed that the
population was 3-times less dense and had fewer large individuals
compared with a 2002 stock assessment. The report noted that the
current population is always dependent on previous recruitment events
and that those events are known to be very variable through time. The
2002 BMR Annual Report shows that it takes approximately 3 years for
trochus to grow to more than 3 inches - the legal size for harvesting.

Polished trochus showing its
mother of pearl layer.

The survey, which has covered 60 out of 121 monitoring sites - mostly located to the northeast,
southeast and southwest of the archipelago - began on June 4 and is expected to conclude at the end
of July. Results of the survey would then be shared with the public and policy makers to help
determine if it is possible to open the harvesting of trochus.

Progress on the Nationwide Anchored FADs Network
On May 22nd and 23rd, staﬀ of BMR deployed two new
anchored Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) in Angaur
and Airai. Both FADs were deployed at a depth of
approximately 230 meters, with aggregators (‘skirts’)
30m below the surface. The deployments were a true
collaborative eﬀort, with financial and logistical
assistance from the Palau National Marine Sanctuary
(PNMS) Oﬃce and support from the Ministry of
Justice’s Division of Marine Law Enforcement. The
Airai deployment was documented on footage captured
by drones, made possible with generous assistance by
the Coral Reef Research Foundation.

Picture of FAD deployed in Airai.

Two further deployments in Koror and Melekeok are
planned this month. The coordinates of the two new
FADs are:
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Angaur FAD – Latitude N6°54'504 | Longitude E134°07’434
Airai FAD – Latitude 7°20'144 | Longitude 134°35’904
Earlier in May, BMR’s FAD technicians Erbai Yukiwo and Roman Mongami and MNRET fisheries
scientist Vanessa Jaiteh were accompanied by OFCF fisheries expert Minoru Hatano on a FAD
monitoring trip and noted the presence/absence of FADs and the maintenance needs of the
remaining FADs. A total of six FADs were recorded as missing, all of which had been present on the
previous monitoring trip in November 2018. Some of these FADs had been built and deployed in
2013 and far exceeded their average life expectancy of 2.5 years. FADs were recorded as missing from
the states of Koror (1), Ngeremlengui (1), Ngarchelong (2) and Kayangel (2).
As part of the nationwide FADs network developed under BMR, a total of 22 FADs have been
deployed since 2013, of which ten have been lost over the years. These activities contribute to the
national government’s eﬀorts to strengthen the FAD fishery in Palau’s territorial waters as part of
the development of a domestic pelagic fishery.
For the nationwide FADs network to become fully developed and supported, BMR relies on the
cooperation of fishermen in reporting missing FADs as soon as possible, lodging requests for FAD
maintenance, and submitting catch information that allows us to monitor the use and eﬃcacy of
deployed FADs. Anyone with information or questions about the FADs network may contact BMR
at 488-3125.

A Brief Announcement from our Bureau of Marine Resources
Please be informed that our airport inspections oﬃce has
been relocated to the main airport terminal building in
the area previously used as the Delta Airlines’ check-in
counter. Our operating hours remain the same - opening
an hour before the respective airlines’ check-in time for
inspection services.
We kindly remind customers who wish to export marine
products to bring such items to our oﬃce for proper
inspection, documentation and clearance before checking-in at the airline counters. Certain species
of fish and other marine products are regulated so if you have any questions, please contact our
oﬃce at telephone number 488-3125/2897. Thank you for your cooperation and support!

14th Annual Ministerial Meeting of the PNA held in Palau
From May 29-30, Palau hosted the 14th Annual Meeting of the Ministers of the Parties to the Nauru
Agreement (PNA). During the meeting, Minister Umiich Sengebau assumed chairmanship of the
group for the year. In his welcoming remarks, the Minister Sengebau thanked Nauru as the outgoing
chair, for their leadership during the past year, which saw the PNA bring high seas bunkering into
their zones and make great strides towards reducing illegal, unregulated and unreported –and underreported - (IUU) fishing.
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Following the pre-ministerial meetings of the PNA oﬃcials, the annual PNA Ministerial meeting
was opened on May 29th by President Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr. In his opening remarks, the
President highlighted three significant ocean initiatives in the region aimed at conserving pelagic
resources into the future: the T-3 (Technology for Tuna Transparency) Challenge championed by the
Federated States of Micronesia; the ‘IUU-Free Pacific’ initiative by President Heine of the Marshall
Islands; and the Palau National Marine Sanctuary of Palau. The meeting of the ministers of the nine
PICTs (eight PNA members plus Tokelau, a territory of New Zealand) concluded with a dinner held
at the Palau International Coral Reef Center, at which guests were treated to an exquisite selection
of Palauan specialties.
Priorities for the PNA this year included preparations with industry to implement a ban on
bunkering that will come into eﬀect in 2020; advancing FADs tracking and strengthening the
implementation of the vessel day scheme for the longline fishery; support for local entrepreneurship
in domestic fishery development, and; continued dialogue towards a long-term approach to
allocating fishing eﬀort to each party, also known as the PAE (Party Allowable Eﬀort).

President Remengesau pictured above with Minister Sengebau and ministers and representatives of PNA members along
with PNA CEO Ludwig Kumoru.

The PNA are a group of eight Pacific Island countries that together control the world’s largest
sustainable tuna purse-seine fishery in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean. Members are the
Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea,
Solomon Islands, and Tuvalu. Tokelau, a territory of New Zealand, in 2012 joined the purse-seine
vessel day scheme (VDS) under the PNA’s Palau Agreement. The VDS is a system of zone-based
eﬀort control used to sustainably manage the fishery that provides around 50% of the global supply
of skipjack tuna.
The 14th Annual Meeting of PNA Ministers was followed by a workshop on Harvest Strategies that
was facilitated by a team of fisheries scientists from the Pacific Community (SPC) and attended by
fisheries oﬃcials from the eight member states and Tokelau.
7
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Minister’s Statement on Amendments to the PNMS Act
On June 12, President Remengesau signed what constituted as a number of amendments to the law
that governed the Palau National Marine Sanctuary. I would like to take this occasion to clarify the
nature and extent of these amendments, which can be summarized under four main themes:
1. The Domestic Fishing Zone (20%) and the Sanctuary (80%)
1. The Domestic Fishing Zone (DFZ) was
relocated to the west of Palau’s main island
group as shown on the map provided here.
Its eastern boundary now follows the 24
nautical mile (nm) border of Palau’s
contiguous zone, and its western margin
allows for direct access to the DFZ through
a High Seas pocket. A straight line at a
latitude of 7 degrees North forms the
southern boundary of the DFZ. These
changes facilitate surveillance and
enforcement of the DFZ and the Sanctuary
area (80%), reducing the need for fishing
vessels to traverse the fully protected notake zone on their way to the DFZ and
resolving a small number of erroneous georeference points in the earlier delineation of
the DFZ.
2.The area of the DFZ was increased from
85,000 sq km to 105, 419 sq km, now
representing closer to 20% of the total area of
our Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). This change therefore does not constitute a reduction in
the area of the sanctuary, which still comprises 80% of our EEZ.
3. While the law delineates the DFZ, the map shown here further describes it in terms of two
distinct zones: the artisanal fishing zone (AFZ) and the commercial fishing zone (CFZ). Artisanal
Palauan fishing vessels may fish anywhere within the entire DFZ, from the baseline through the
territorial sea, contiguous zone, and within the CFZ. In contrast, commercial longline and purseseine vessels may only operate within the CFZ.
a. Within the 24 nm contiguous zone, only fishing by local, artisanal and pole-and-line
vessels are allowed. This is to ensure the viability of a domestic pelagic fishery without
interference by industrial fisheries.
b.The 50 nm exclusion radius previously extending eastward from Malakal Harbor was
removed.
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2. Fish Exports
1. Fish caught in the DFZ can
only be exported if it was
caught in free-schooling purseseine sets or - with the new
amendments - on longlines.
While the media have
portrayed this amendment as a
favor for Japan, the law does
not distinguish between
diﬀerent distant-water fleets or locally based fleets. Of course, it should come as no surprise that
lifting the ban on longline exports has relieved some strains in our diplomatic relations with
distant water fishing nations, but this was not the impetus or even the main benefit of this
amendment. Several assessments have indicated that without lifting the export ban for longline
catch, Palau could not reap the full economic benefits from a potential domestic longline fishery.
Finally, the export ban also undermined the substantial contributions Palau has made over the
years to the improved management of the longline fishery in the region, through initiatives such
as the longline vessel day scheme of the Parties to the Nauru Agreement.
2. The export tax for tunas and tuna-like species has been increased from $0.35 to $0.50/kg.
Additionally, an export tax of $0.35 is now imposed on all other fish species, in any form.
3. The landing requirement, whereby vessels must land their fish in Palau before they may export it
for commercial purposes, remains. However, conditions, limitations or exemptions to this
provision can be established by regulations which are currently being developed.
3. Expanded Mandate for PICRC
The mandate of the Palau
International Coral Reef Center
(PICRC) has been expanded to
include: a) the administration of the
PNMS by coordinating research,
education and outreach activities
relating to the Sanctuary and the DFZ,
and to; b) develop and recommend,
based on the results of research, to the
Ministry, appropriate conservation
Aerial photo of the Palau International Coral Reef Center.
management measures for the DFZ.
If you have any questions on the
recent amendments and on the PNMS in general, please call PICRC at 488-6950.
4. Changes to the Pristine Paradise Environmental Fund (PPEF)
1. The amendment assigns $5/visitor from the Fisheries Protection Fund (FPF) to PICRC to assist
its administration of the PNMS. Prior to this amendment, the FPF was administered by the
PNMS Oﬃce and received $10 of the $100 PPEF fee paid by visitors and non-Palauan residents.
9
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2. Cruise ship passengers are no longer considered transit passengers, and therefore are no longer
exempt from paying the PPEF.
Most importantly, none of these changes aﬀect the sanctuary area, i.e. the 80% of our EEZ that is a
fully protected no-take zone; nor do they change the date of full implementation of the PNMS on
the 1st of January 2020. As we work towards full implementation of the PNMS, we look forward to
continually updating you on progress in relation to implementing the Sanctuary and initiatives in
support of our Domestic Pelagic Fishery.

Regulations for Boat Owners Association for Tourism (BOAT)
These regulations may be cited as the Boat
Owners Association Regulations, which were
signed by Minister Sengebau and President
Remengesau on April 16 and 17, respectively,
and became eﬀective on May 17. The
regulations were promulgated by the Bureau of
Tourism and apply to all owners of boats that
are used to transport tourists on commercial
tours within the Republic of Palau.
The purpose of these regulations are to
improve the experience of visitors who are
Boat transporting tourists through the German Channel.
transported on boats during commercial tours.
This goal aligns with the Bureau of Tourism’s
mandate to regulate tourism services and develop and implement a code of practice for the tourism
sector. The BOAT will fulfill this purpose by serving as a forum to share information, develop
standards, promote safety, ensure compliance with the law, and reach agreement on how to address
issues of common concern. The benefit of creating such an association to regulate this important
tourist service is that it will be responsive to new developments and its decisions will emanate
directly from boat owners who will be guided by the priorities of the Responsible Tourism Policy
Framework and the national government.
The regulations establish the BOAT as part of the Bureau of Tourism and membership is mandatory
for all individuals who own boats used to transport tourists on commercial tours. Further details
about membership and the make-up of the BOAT’s board members are further elaborated in the
regulations, which can be accessed via palaugov.org/Executive/Ministries/Bureau of Tourism.
The BOAT shall convene at least two mandatory meetings each year with both the general
membership and the board in attendance. As such, the first meeting has been scheduled for July 15
at PICRC. The beauty of these regulations is that boaters will be able to self-regulate, and thereby
control the industry and ensure benefits to all members and safety to all visitors. Please contact our
oﬃce at 488-8699 if you have any questions.

Please Join Us in Welcoming Ms. Mika Obrecht
Mika is an extern based at the oﬃce of the attorney general and will be working closely with
Assistant Attorney General Orion Cruz in supporting our ministry.
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She is a law student from Lewis & Clark Law School in Portland, Oregon,
and enjoys being out in nature and especially loves being around the water
whether it is paddle boarding or diving to explore the coral reefs. She is
specializing in international environmental and animal law so she is
particularly excited to be learning about how we are working to protect
marine ecosystems.
She also hopes to gain a lot of experience in writing policy and regulations
since that is what she wants to do after graduation. Mika recently
participated in the coastal cleanup in Melekeok during Our Oceans Week
and is thrilled to be able to work with the ministry this summer and help
out however she can.

Ms. Mika Obrecht

Tidbits from the GEF Pacific R2R IW Project

Earth Day at Melekeok Elementary School

Photo courtesy of BWA/R2R IW - Students of
Melekeok Elementary School.

April 22 - The ministry’s Ridge to Reef
International Waters project (R2R IW) joined
Melekeok Conservation Network (MCN) in
hosting Earth Day activities for Melekeok
Elementary School. In the morning, R2R IW led
groups of 7th and 8th graders discussing the water
quality monitoring work conducted in the reserve.
Groups were also able to test out water quality
monitoring equipment at Ngardok Lake.
Afternoon activities included tree planting over
200 tree seedlings. R2R IW would like to thank
MCN and Melekeok Elementary School for the
opportunity to join them in their activities.

Results Based Management Training for Belau Watershed Alliance
April 30 – A Results Based Management
Workshop (RBM) for the Belau
Watershed Alliance (BWA) took place
with a focus to operationalise the BWA
strategic plan 2018-2022. The workshop is
a result of a collaboration between BWA,
Palau Conservation Society, R2R IW, and
the RBM working group. RBM is a
management strategy that focuses on
performance and the achievements of
results.
Photo courtesy of BWA/R2R IW - BWA members and partners.
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Workshop sessions included an overview of the BWA strategic action plan, terminology,
obtaining results from an action plan, identifying outputs, monitoring progress and ensuring
results get reported. BWA and R2R IW would like to thank Palau Conservation Society and
the RBM working group for their valuable eﬀorts in organizing the workshop.

Midterm Evaluation of GEF Pacific Regional Ridge to Reef Project
A United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP)-Global
Environment Facility (GEF) midterm
project review titled Ridge to Reef Testing the Integration of Water, Land, Forest
& Coastal Management to Preserve
Ecosystem Services, Store Carbon, Improve
Climate Resilience and Sustain Livelihoods
Photo courtesy of BWA/R2R IW - Consultants pictured
in Pacific Island Countries – Regional
(left) with Minister Sengebau and (right) in the field.
Ridge to Reef (R2RIW) implemented
through the Pacific Community (SPC)
was held this quarter. This project is also nationally implemented by 13 Pacific Island
Countries. Our ministry is the lead agency for the R2R IW demonstration project in Palau.
The midterm review assesses progress towards the achievement of the project on both its
regional and national objectives and outcomes as specified in the R2R IW Project document
and assesses early signs of project success or failures.
Consultants Susan Locero and Lorelie Astrera were on island from April 24-30 to assess
project implementation for Palau. They conducted a series of interviews with stakeholders,
reviewed project documentation and reports and conducted field site visits. Results from the
mid-term review will be presented this July at the 4th Regional Project Steering Committee
meeting of the Ridge to Reef Project.

R2R IW Cave and Water
Adventure with Ebiil Summer
Camp
June 19 – R2R IW joined Ebiil summer campers
on an adventure to Metuker er a Bisech, Airai.
Leena Mesebeluu discussed with campers shared
knowledge on cave formation and how limestone
caves can be used to study changes in climate.
R2R IW would like to thank Ebiil Society for an
amazing day and looks forward to working with
Ebiil Society on another fun and exciting
adventure!

Photo courtesy of BWA/R2R IW
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R2R IW and MCN Visit WERI Lab
June 25 – To gain better understanding
of water quality laboratory analyses,
R2R IW and the Melekeok
Conservation Network water quality
team visited the Water and
Environmental Research Institute of
the Western Pacific (WERI) located at
the University of Guam (UOG).
WERI lab manager, Ms. Jennifer
Cruz, provided an in-depth tour of the
lab and the services that the lab
provides. The water quality team was
also able to meet with WERI
Director, Dr. John Jenson, and UOG
Master of Science Environmental
Science Program Chair, Dr. Joseph
Photo courtesy of BWA/R2R IW
Rouse. The tour and the meeting was
an excellent opportunity for the
Melekeok water quality team to link field work sampling, education and water analyses.

Community Consultations for Managing Coastal Aquifers in
Selected Pacific Small Islands Developing States Project
Building on the national design workshop for
the coastal aquifer project conducted by the
Pacific Community (SPC) and our ministry in
March, community consultations were held in
Angaur and Kayangel on April 17 and May 1,
respectively. During the consultations,
community members were briefed on the
proposed project and men and women were
separated into groups to gather information
on the usage of water and on the
identification of water related issues that this
project could potentially address.
The preparation phase of the project allows
for Palau to determine how this project
should be designed and implemented in order
to ensure that it meets our needs. As such,
our ministry would like to extend its
appreciation to the governor and the
community of Angaur; the governor and the

Ministry employees discussing project with communities in
Kayangel and Angaur.
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community of Kayangel; and to the Palau Public Utilities Cooperation for facilitating the
water treatment plant tours.

More Earth Day Events that Happened throughout the Week
April 22 & 24 - Coastal clean up and tree planting

Students from Angaur Elementary School with their Earth Day shirts.

Despite the rain and rough conditions,
PAN joined the Earth Day
Committee school visits to Kayangel,
Angaur and Peleliu Elementary
Schools on April 22 & 24. Each visit
consisted of short presentations about
Earth Day from various government
agencies and non-government
organizations followed by tree
planting activities led by Mr. Omeliakl
Smus from BOA. The whole week was
filled with activities involving the
students and youth in recognition of
Earth Day 2019 and the theme,
“Protect our Species:
Our Land, Our Ocean,
for Our Children”.

Students from Kayangel Elementary School, State Ranger, EQPB, PCS, MNRET employees.

Earth Day participants in Kayangel.
Tree planting with students.
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April 25 – Planting Giant Clams in Ngatpang
Earth Day did not just mean coastal cleanup activities for
PAN oﬃce; we also spent a day at Ngatpang planting 200
clams in one of their marine protected areas - a
collaboration that was made possible with PAN Fund, the
Palau National Marine Sanctuary Oﬃce, Environmental
Quality Protection Board, Bureau of Marine Resources,
Bureau of Maritime Security & Fish and Wildlife
Protection, Koror State Government’s Solid Waste
Management Division and the people and government of
Ngatpang.

PAN employees in Ngatpang.

BMR donated 200 giant clams for the event.

April 26 – Earth Day Photo Contest
As part of the Earth Day celebrations, PAN Oﬃce launched a photo contest that was open to high
school students and the winners were to be announced at the night market at the end of the week.
The photo contest was launched on April 11 until April 25 where students were asked to visit a PAN
site of their choice and take a unique photo and explain that photo in 3-5 sentences and how it best
represents the theme for this year’s Earth Day: “Protect our Species: Our Land, Our Ocean, for Our
Children.”

Winning photo showed here, submitted by Ms. Kalaiang Ongino.
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There was only one submission to the photo contest and therefore became the winner by default
and her name was Ms. Kalaiang Ongino, a Sophomore at Palau High School. Her photo was taken at
Ngardok Nature Reserve at Melekeok and it was a great shot of the Chermelachull: Palau
Flycatcher. Congratulations to Ms. Kalaiang Ongino!

Second group of PAN Employees Obtain SCUBA Certification
On May 29-31, a second group of
PAN Oﬃce and PAN Fund staﬀ and
a board member completed their Self
Contained Underwater Breathing
Apparatus (SCUBA) certification with
dive instructors from local tour
operator, Cruise Control.
PAN is putting eﬀort into capacity building to improve knowledge, understanding and skills
necessary to better support the management of PAN sites. The SCUBA certification will allow
technical and administrative staﬀ better access to marine sites by being able to SCUBA dive in
marine protected areas. The recently certified participants have developed a better understanding of
the nature of work that rangers and conservation oﬃcers at PAN sites undertake to manage marine
areas requiring SCUBA diving.
To date, there are four PAN employees who are now SCUBA certified. The certification would
enable the employees to visit and experience designated marine PAN sites first hand. Moreover,
when the need arises, they can assist with SCUBA diving activities.

Coastal Cleanup in Peleliu for World Oceans Day

Participants of the coastal cleanup eﬀorts pictured here in Peleliu.

On June 7th, Our Oceans Conference’ Secretariat in partnership with various government agencies
and non-government organizations joined the coastal cleanup activities in Peleliu in celebration of
the 2019 World Oceans Day. Participants were able to collect about 7 slings or over 1,000 gallons
worth of trash including plastics, foams, rubber and many other forms of marine litter.
Let’s continue to protect our environment by being mindful of our daily activities, most especially
how to deal with our trash.
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Melekeok Coastal Cleanup Conducted in Recognition of Oceans Week
Another coastal
cleanup event was
organized in Melekeok
on June 14 in
celebration of Oceans
Week, which was
recently declared by
President Remengesau.
About forty employees
from our ministry
Minister Sengebau with employees pictured here after the cleanup.
participated and were
able to fill-up 2 sling
bags and 2 flatbed trucks with marine debris. Most of the marine debris were plastics and foam with
a few rubber, glass and ropes. The activity ended with lunch at Minister Sengebau’s residence and a
visit from Paramount Chief Reklai Bao Ngirmang who expressed his appreciation for the cleanup
eﬀorts. The High Chief further mentioned that events-based cleanup activities are important but
these are short term eﬀorts. The High Chief stated that what we must do to sustain the protection
of our environment is to instill its importance in the minds and hearts of our children.

Palau Participates in the Pacific Islands Environment Conference
The Pacific Islands Environment Conference (PIEC) was held in Guam from June 23-28 and was
attended by several agencies from Palau. The PIEC is a longstanding conference that rotates between
the U.S. Pacific Territories - American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
and Guam. PIEC 2019 marked the 30th anniversary of the event. The Guam Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) was the lead organization in partnership with the United States EPA as well
as the American Samoa EPA and CNMI Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality. The theme
for PIEC 2019 was Greening Growth in the Pacific. A key take away was the decision that Palau will
be hosting the 2021 PIEC.

Minister Sengebau, Administrator of EPA Region 9 Mike Stokes, members of
the Guam legislature and Guam EPA Administrator with representatives from
PICRC, EQPB, Koror State Government, Palau Community College and the
Bureau of Public Works.
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Palau Hosts GEF Asia-Pacific Constituency
Koror, Palau, May 28-29 – On April 25, 2018, close to 30 countries jointly pledged US$4.1 billion to
the GEF to better protect the future of the planet and human well-being. With the health of the
global environment worsening, the GEF has received strong support for its new four-year
investment cycle, known as GEF-7, to help safeguard the world’s forests, land, water, climate, oceans,
build green cities, protect threatened wildlife, and tackle new environmental threats like marine
plastic pollution. In the lead-up to countries accessing funds through GEF-7, the GEF Asia-Pacific
Constituency met in Palau from May 28-29 to give members an opportunity to share information,
views and obtain feedback on issues related to the GEF Council’s agenda and beyond.

Participants of the GEF Asia-Pacific Constituency with representatives from the GEF Secretariat and the Secretariat of
the Pacific Regional Environment Programme.

The meeting also served to review country and constituency coordination issues, to enhance
communication and outreach eﬀorts, to decide upon constituency governance issues, such as the
order in which countries will assume Council Member and Alternate seats (rotation agreements) and
discuss implementation of the GEF projects and share lessons learned.
The Asia-Pacific Constituency is made up of the countries of Cook Islands, Fiji, Indonesia, Kiribati,
Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Timor Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. GEF funds are available to developing countries
and countries with economies in transition to meet the objectives of the international
environmental conventions and agreements. A note of special thanks goes out to Governor Franco
Gibbons and Koror State Government for discounting the user fees and allowing the participants to
tour the Rock Islands Southern Lagoon.
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7th Anniversary of Rock Islands Southern Lagoon as World Heritage Site
The ministry takes this opportunity to recognize the significant achievement of the Rock Islands
Southern Lagoon being inscribed to the UNESCO World Heritage list in June 2012. We have long
understood the rich and unique biodiversity and cultural heritage found within this special place.
The inscription to UNESCO World Heritage status is a global testament of how the Rock Islands
Southern Lagoon exemplifies unique outstanding universal value, and that its conservation is
important for current and future generations of the world. On this 7th anniversary, let’s appreciate
this remarkable place and the inscription as a shining example of a true public-private partnership.

Sign welcoming visitors to Koror, located next to the Palau-Japan Friendship Bridge was restored at the occasion of the 7th
anniversary.
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Ms. Endira Apsalom
Our Ministry’s Profiled Employee for the Quarter
Endira Apsalom graduated from Palau Community College in
2015 with a degree in Tourism. In the same year she started
working as a Compliance Oﬃcer at our Bureau of Tourism. She
is an adventurous person and she mostly enjoys exploring
nature. Her job as a compliance oﬃcer is to ensure that all
companies operating in the tourism sector are in full
compliance with relevant national regulations as well as Palau’s
policies on environmental protection. Throughout the years,
she has worked with the Tourism Task Force alongside other
agencies and has gained some knowledge on what to expect and
how to approach members of the industry. She has also taken
part in the Green Fins training about environmentally friendly
diving and snorkelling standards and is now a certified green fins
member. Endira is eager to learn more with strong ambitions to
help her beautiful country of Palau improve its tourism industry.
Ms. Endira Apsalom, pictured here.

……………………………………………………………………….
We hope you found this edition of our newsletter informative and invite you to check out our
previous newsletters by going to www.palaugov.pw/mnret-monthly-newsletter. We’ll be sharing

more stories and updates with you in our next edition coming out at the end of September.
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