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Happy Birthday to...
Kathy Sisior, BMR (12/12)
Omekrael Sadang, BOA (12/15)
Keith Mesebeluu, BOA (12/16)
King Sam, MNRET (12/23)
Devon Andreas, BOA (12/25)
Alfonso Ngirungai, BOA (12/28)
Thomas Temael, BMR (12/28)
Isechal Remengesau, BOA (11/30)

Valued reader,
Thank you for following our work and progress this year through the Monthly
Updates. Sharing our journey with the public has been rewarding not only in
showcasing the breadth of projects and initiatives undertaken at the Ministry,
but also in acknowledging the effort required to realize them.
I would like to take this opportunity to extend a sincere Thank You to all our
employees for their hard work and dedication throughout the year.
To every one of our readers, from all of us at MNRET:

Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year!
Starting in 2019 our newsletter will be published quarterly - watch out for the
first edition in early April! We strive to continuously improve the informative
value of these Updates and welcome your feedback and suggestions.
I appreciate your interest and ongoing support as we embark on a year of
continued progress, new initiatives and important preparations for 2020.
F. Umiich Sengebau
Minister of Natural Resources, Environment and Tourism

FEATURED PROJECT
BUREAU OF MARINE RESOURCES ANNUAL REPORT

For the past twelve months, staff at the Bureau of Marine Resources (BMR) have been working on
the 2017 Annual Report for the Bureau. Pending minor final edits and approval by BMR Director
Remengesau and Minister Sengebau, the Report is scheduled to be printed in time for the Grand
Opening of the new Mariculture Demonstration Center early in the new year.
The Annual Report will be a significant
publication for the Bureau, given it is the
first such report produced by BMR in 25
years. Staff from all of the Bureau's
Divisions worked hard to develop the
content for the different chapters of the
report - a considerable effort which we hope
will prove useful for informing our partners,
donors and the public of our ongoing
services and various projects.
Months of revising, re-writing and
formatting text, figures and tables have
resulted in another practical outcome: a
general structure for content that should
facilitate and expedite the development of
future annual reports.
The report describes the current structure and functions of the BMR and reviews its operations
in the year 2017. It summarizes annual trends in marine product exports, progress in fisheries
and aquaculture development, and information on Palau's offshore fisheries. It also provides an
overview of the Bureau’s budgets and grants, the various permit procedures overseen by BMR,
and its main challenges in recent years.
In his Foreword, BMR Director Leon Remengesau observes that "[t]he most apparent trend that
can be realized from here on is that our very finite marine resources have been in great decline and in
some cases, drastically diminished. As such, I believe it is the main duty of the Bureau to recommend
legislation or propose regulations for the conservation and protection of the country’s vulnerable or
threatened marine life. I am very pleased that the Republic has progressed and evolved to the point
today where preserving our marine resources is ‘everybody’s business.’ "
BMR gratefully acknowledges the support of The Nature Conservancy, the Pacific Community
(SPC) and the Palau National Marine Sanctuary Office during the development of this Report.

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE MINISTRY?

MINISTRY NEWS AND UPDATES
Encouraging uptake of Ministry's Plastic-Free Initiative among local businesses
The Ministry would like to thank local establishments who have taken measures to reduce
their use of plastic following the Plastic-Free Initiative we launched in April this year.
Among the businesses that have made efforts to reduce single-use
plastics are the WCTC Shopping Center, Palm Bay Bistro and Red
Rooster Cafe and Pizzeria. In a move to Go Green, these and other
local establishments have stopped providing plastic straws to
customers unless requested. Others, such as Surangel & Sons Super
Center, have introduced alternatives to plastic bags.
Single-use plastics are a major source of environmental pollution,
with eight million tonnes of plastic estimated to pollute the world's
oceans every year.
Plastic straws are used for only minutes, but their impacts last lifetimes - they do not
biodegrade in the ocean, instead breaking down into smaller pieces over hundreds of years.
The USA alone uses about 400 million straws per day - enough to circle the Earth 2.5 times.
Applications open for Brad and Bertha Study Tour
A message from our partners at The Micronesia Conservation Trust
The Micronesia Conservation Trust (MCT) is seeking expressions of interest from students
wishing to be nominated to Sophia University’s Graduate School of Global Environment
Studies. MCT hopes to nominate at least one student from Palau for the Fall 2019 semester
(starting Sept 2019). This will be a full scholarship funded by Sophia University, Japan’s
Association for the Promotion of International Cooperation, and the Bill Raynor Micronesia
Challenge Scholarship Fund with MCT.
Interested students need to send MCT the following:
1) A letter of interest stating why they wish to attend this program,
2) Official transcript,
3) Three letters of recommendation and agreement with an institution in Palau to serve as
their host and mentor throughout their studies, and hopefully beyond.
The host institution must commit to hosting and mentoring the student when they return
home during their school breaks (Christmas, summer, etc) to work on a project mutually
agreed to between the student, the host institution, Sophia University and MCT. MCT will
cover all costs for travel between Sophia and Palau during such breaks, as well as costs for
project activities when the student is back in Palau.
Please direct queries or send application documents to MCT at <info@ourmicronesia.org>

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE MINISTRY?

MINISTRY NEWS AND UPDATES
MNRET brings Santa Claus to the Christmas Carol program at Palau's Capitol
Thursday, December 20, 2018, Ngerulmud
MNRET staff made about 1000 gifts of assorted school supplies (colors, mini coloring
books, pencil cases and accessories) with cartoon characters and some candy to give to
children attending the Christmas Carols at the capitol building in Ngerulmud on the night
of the 20th December.
As in earlier years,
we had a Santa
Claus for the night
so the kids could
have their picture
taken with him.

The Minister made a short remark wishing everyone a
Happy and Safe Holiday, and noting that our Ministry
strongly supports Education. This was reflected in our
gifts, which consisted mostly of school supplies rather
than candy and other sweets.

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE MINISTRY?

DECEMBER TIDBITS FROM OUR BUREAUS
Special Projects under the Ministry - GEF Pacific R2R IW Project
BWA and GEF R2R IW Launch BWA’s 5 Year Action Plan
December 11, 2018 – The Belau Watershed Alliance (BWA) and MNRET’s GEF Pacific Ridge to
Ridge International Waters (R2R IW) Project hosted a holiday luncheon that launched the
Alliance’s 5 Year Action Plan. The luncheon was attended by representatives of Rubekul Belau,
State legislatures, several BWA state representatives along with a few Governors, and
technical representatives from various partner agencies. A number of founding members of
BWA were also present, who shared stories during the time the Alliance was forming. The
luncheon was also a platform for the Alliance to support the localization of Sustainable
Development Goals.

The updated 5 Year Action Plan complements past efforts and expresses strengthened
commitment to the protection of Belau’s watersheds. It is hoped that its strategic actions will
continue to guide local, state, and national watershed protection efforts, further linking to
regional and global initiatives. BWA’s goals for the next five years include more focus and
advocacy of (1) education and outreach, (2) sustainable financing, (3) climate change resilience
and drought, and (4) capacity enhancement. The Action Plan represents continued
cooperative efforts of everyone and with this partnerships, we hope to further empower state
governments and local communities to strengthen effective and sustainable watershed
management.
Contact <belauwatershedalliance@gmail.com> for more information on BWA and its 5 Year
Action Plan.

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE MINISTRY?

DECEMBER TIDBITS CONTINUED
Bureau of Agriculture (BOA)
Palau Integrated Fruit Trees Production and Management
On December 19-20, the Bureau of Agriculture held training workshops for
integrating fruit tree production and management. This project of the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), in partnership with the Bureau of
Agriculture, helps BOA staff, partner schools and farmers learn to integrate and
produce different varieties of fruit bearing plants. The first day of training
concentrated on BOA staff and selected schools that will be pilot farm sites, and the
second day was open to the public and farmers.

Attendees of Day 1 of the FAO Soil Training

The training, while based on best practices in
agriculture, had an emphasis on soil
management and grafting plants. Led by Brian
Paxton, who works with the FAO as a regional
expert, the half day training took place at the
BOA Ngchesar office.

FAO Soil Training with Brian Paxton

The attendees learned to graft plants, manage
the soils, fertilizer application, and plant layout.
Although the training was brief, it served as an
introduction to Integrated Fruit Tree
Production and Management.
Mr. Paxton has since left Palau but will return
for further training and will be drafting a
manual on the different applications and
methods of fruit tree farming.

Attendees of Day 2 of the FAO Soil Training

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE MINISTRY?

DECEMBER TIDBITS CONTINUED
Bureau of Agriculture (BOA)
Integrated Farming Training Workshop and the purchase of a Wood Chipper
One of the last trainings on Integrated Farming Systems with Dry Litter Piggery and Organic
Gardening was held on December 20 at Norman Ngiratechetboet's farm in Aimeliik. Around
10 people attended the training and learned some very valuable skills. Most of the
participants had a chance to witness firsthand fundamental aspects of integrated pig and
plant farming using best practices that will enhance animal and plant growth while using
methods that are safe for the environment.

Attendees of the training on
Integrated Farming Systems with
Dry Litter Piggery and Organic
Gardening

This training marks the last of the required
trainings for our EU-GIZ-funded project on
Adaptation to Climate Change and
Sustainable Energy. However, the Bureau of
Agriculture will continue to hold trainings
across Palau on these and other best practices
in agriculture.
This project has also allowed the BOA to
purchase a wood chipper to help create wood
chips and other organic shredded material
that will be used as beddings for the pig pens.
Using pig pen beddings will eliminate the use
of water wash down and will be mixed with
the pig manure to create compost.

The EU-GIZ project allowed BOA to
purchase a wood chipper

WHO IS...?

HAVALEI N.RECHEKED
BIOSECURITY OFFICER, BUREAU OF AGRICULTURE
The Bureau of Agriculture is proud to call one of its very own Biosecurity Officers, Ms
Havalei N. Recheked, the recipient of this year's MNRET Employee of the Year Award at
the young age of 22.
Havalei graduated from Palau High School in May 2014, and continued her studies at
Palau Community College until she graduated in May 2017. Having been employed at the
Biosecurity Office since January 2018, her Award recognises the hard work she has put in
during her first year at the Ministry.
Her first experience with the Biosecurity Office was a three-month internship in 201617. Supported by the Workforce Investment Act (WIA), her internship was followed by a
four-month contract as an Administrative Assistant for the Bureau of Agriculture.
Recognising her potential, the Bureau permanently hired her in July 2017, and Havalei
stepped into her role as a Biosecurity Officer. Her main duties include processing permits,
inspecting aircraft, vessels and cargos, and confiscating undeclared items.
Most of the items she confiscates as part of her job are undeclared plants and food items.
After being confiscated, these items are stored in freezers until they are incinerated.
She says that her greatest motivation for going to work every day is "simply the joy in
knowing that what I do helps protect our island and people from unwanted pests". She also
wishes to share the following message with her colleagues at BOA: “I want to thank all my
co-workers, my superiors and our chief for all their love and support. Without them, I would not
have come this far.”
On behalf of the Bureau of Agriculture and the entire MNRET staff, Thank You Havalei
for your hard work, diligence and passion in keeping Palau safe from unwanted pests.
Keep up the great work!

