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TENTH OLBIIL ERA KELULAU

First Regular Session, January 2017 RPPL. No. 10-31
(Passed as House Bill No. 10-11-1, $D1)

AN ACT

To amend Chapter 16 of Title 11 of the Palau National Code to expand the definition of
“deposit beverage” so it includes any liquid intended for human consumption and to
eliminate the thirty-two ounce size limitation for deposit beverage containers, and for
other related purposes.

THE PEOPLE OF PALAU REPRESENTED IN THE OLBIIL ERA KELULAU DO
ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Legislative findingos,

The Olbiil Era Kelulau finds that RPPL No. 7-24, which is codified at 11 PNC
Chapter 16, established a program that was intended to incentivize recycling and help
protect the environment. However, the Olbiil Era Kelulau also finds that due to the
relatively narrow scope of that law, many containers that are otherwise recyclable do
not find their way to the recycling center because they are not subject to the deposit
refund. This Act therefore amends the definition of “deposit beverage” in 11 PNC
Chapter 16 to include any liquid intended for human consumption and also amends the
definition of “deposit beverage container” in that chapter to include containers of any
size, thereby greatly increasing the items that are subject to the deposit fee and refund.
These changes are consistent with the Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Industries, and
Commerce’s Beverage Container Recycling Program Annual Report for Fiscal Years
2011-2014, which recommends including additional drinks within the scope of the
recycling program and eliminating the thirty-two ounce size limitation for containers.
The Olbiil Era Kelulau finds that these changes will encourage more recycling and
promofe the environmentalism that has long been a guiding principle of this great
country.

Section 2. Amendment.

Section 1601 of Title 11 of the Palau National Code is amended to read as follows:

“§ 1601. Definitions.

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following meanings shall apply
to this chapter:

(a) “Deposit Beverage” means any liquid intended for human consumption. The
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term “deposit beverage” does not include a liquid which is ingested for medicinal
purposes only.

(b) “Deposit Beverage Container” means the individual, separate, glass,
polyethylene terephthalate, high density polyethylene, or metal container of any size
that is used for containing, at the time of sale to the consumer, a deposit beverage

intended for consumption in the Republic.
(E) =
..”

Section 3. Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Industries and Commerce Plan for
Recycling Other Waste.

Within six (6) months of the enactment of this bill into law, the Ministry of Public
Infrastructure, Industries and Commerce shall develop and submit a plan to the Olbiil
Era Kelulau to either recycle (if recyclable) or safely dispose of (in an environmentally
friendly manner) other material not covered in this Act.

Section 4. Effective date.

This Act shall take effect upon its approval by the President of the Republic of

Palau, or upon its becoming law without such approval.

PASSED: November 07, 2018
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Approved this 2/ day of //0/75ﬂ , 2018
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y E. R¢émengesay{dr.
Preside the ublic of Palau
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Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr. Tel. (680) 767-2403/2828

Fax. (680) 767-2424/1662
Email: rop.president@palaunet.com

November 21, 2018
Serial No. 18-842

The Honorable Hokkons Baules
Senate President

Tenth Olbiil Era Kelulau
P.O.Box 8

Koror, Republic of Palau 96940

Subject: Signing Statement HB No. 10-11-1, SD1
Dear Senate President Baules:

It gives me great pleasure to sign into law House Bill No. 10-11-1, SD1, which amends Chapter 16
of Title 11 of the Palau National Code to expand the definition of “deposit beverage” so that it
includes any liquid intended for human consumption, and eliminates the thirty-two (32) ounce size
limitation for deposit beverage considerations.

As the OEK notes in the legislative findings, RPPL No. 7-24 established a recycling program to
help protect the environment. I thank you for doing your due diligence and following up on this
matter. As you have learned, due to the narrow scope of RPPL No. 7-24, many containers that are
otherwise recyclable do not get recycled because they are not subject to the deposit refund. I am
happy to see that you have amended the law to resolve this issue and to extend Palau’s impressive
list of environmentally friendly laws.

As a result of this legislation, “deposit beverage” now includes “any liquid intended for human
consumption,” and “deposit beverage container” means “the individual, separate, glass,
polyethylene terephthalate, high density polyethylene, or metal container of any size that is used for
containing, at the time of sale to the consumer, a deposit beverage intended for consumption in the
Republic.” This legislation greatly increases the items that are subject to the deposit fee and refund.
In practical terms, you have made virtually all drinking containers in Palau recyclable, regardless of
their size. That said, I am happy to see that “deposit beverage” does not include a liquid that is
ingested for medicinal purposes only.

As you note, these changes are consistent with the Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Industries, and
Commerce’s Beverage Container Recycling Program Annual Report for Fiscal Years 2011-2014,
which recommends including additional drinks within the scope of the recycling program and
eliminating the thirty-two (32) ounce size limitation for containers. I thank you for taking the time to
read this report, and for making the report’s findings a reality.




I would also like to thank the National Environmental Policy Council for expressing its support for
this bill. In addition to comments received from the Palau Energy Administration and Bureau of
Public Works, the Environmental Quality Protection Board’s (EQPB) comments to this legislation
explained that “EQPB conducts routine inspections of the state dumpsites and the National Landfill,
and it is obvious from these inspections that the quantity of beverage containers that are thrown
away simply because they cannot be redeemed is overwhelmingly high.” An initiative such as this
will decrease the volume of trash that ultimately ends up in these dumpsites and Landfills. As
EQPB’s note also explains, allowing for larger beverage containers to be redeemed and recycled
will also ensure that more of the items containing chemicals that are health and environmental
hazards are removed from our island, which will ultimately decrease our risk of exposure.

In addition to EQPB’s support, this bill was highly recommended at the last environmental
symposium as well as at the solid waste management program. I thank all involved for their
comments.

[ thank the OEK, and the EQPB, for once again ensuring the safety of not only our environment, but
our people as well. This legislation will encourage more recycling and fewer health issues. This bill
is in the spirit of all that we hold dear, and I thank you for taking action now.

Sincerely, ﬁ

T epyengesau, Jr
Presidant of the Republi

Palau
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Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr.
President

November 21, 2018
Serial No. 18-842

The Honorable Sabino Anastacio
Speaker of the House of Delegates
Tenth Olbiil Era Kelulau
P.O.Box 8

Koror, Republic of Palau 96940

Subject: Signing Statement HB No. 10-11-1, SD1
Dear Speaker Anastacio:

It gives me great pleasure to sign into law House Bill No. 10-11-1, SD1, which amends Chapter 16
of Title 11 of the Palau National Code to expand the definition of “deposit beverage™ so that it
includes any liquid intended for human consumption, and eliminates the thirty-two (32) ounce size
limitation for deposit beverage considerations.

As the OEK notes in the legislative findings, RPPL No. 7-24 established a recycling program to
help protect the environment. I thank you for doing your due diligence and following up on this
matter. As you have learned, due to the narrow scope of RPPL No. 7-24, many containers that are
otherwise recyclable do not get recycled because they are not subject to the deposit refund. I am
happy to see that you have amended the law to resolve this issue and to extend Palau’s impressive
list of environmentally friendly laws.

As a result of this legislation, “deposit beverage” now includes “any liquid intended for human
consumption,” and “deposit beverage container” means “the individual, separate, glass,
polyethylene terephthalate, high density polyethylene, or metal container of any size that is used for
containing, at the time of sale to the consumer, a deposit beverage intended for consumption in the
Republic.” This legislation greatly increases the items that are subject to the deposit fee and refund.
In practical terms, you have made virtually all drinking containers in Palau recyclable, regardless of
their size. That said, I am happy to see that “deposit beverage” does not include a liquid that is
ingested for medicinal purposes only.

As you note, these changes are consistent with the Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Industries, and
Commerce’s Beverage Container Recycling Program Annual Report for Fiscal Years 2011-2014,
which recommends including additional drinks within the scope of the recycling program and
eliminating the thirty-two (32) ounce size limitation for containers. I thank you for taking the time to
read this report, and for making the report’s findings a reality.




I would also like to thank the National Environmental Policy Council for expressing its support for
this bill. In addition to comments received from the Palau Energy Administration and Bureau of
Public Works, the Environmental Quality Protection Board’s (EQPB) comments to this legislation
explained that “EQPB conducts routine inspections of the state dumpsites and the National Landfill,
and it is obvious from these inspections that the quantity of beverage containers that are thrown
away simply because they cannot be redeemed is overwhelmingly high.” An initiative such as this
will decrease the volume of trash that ultimately ends up in these dumpsites and Landfills. As
EQPB’s note also explains, allowing for larger beverage containers to be redeemed and recycled
will also ensure that more of the items containing chemicals that are health and environmental
hazards are removed from our island, which will ultimately decrease our risk of exposure.

In addition to EQPB’s support, this bill was highly recommended at the last environmental
symposium as well as at the solid waste management program. I thank all involved for their
comments.

I thank the OEK, and the EQPB, for once again ensuring the safety of not only our environment, but
our people as well. This legislation will encourage more recycling and fewer health issues. This bill
is in the spirit of all that we hold dear, and I thank you for taking action now.

Sincerely,

To
President




